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The Epiſtle to the Reader. a 


4s much as it hath pleaſed the God of Truth and = 
ouſneſs, mot gloriouſly to appear in t eſe laſt | 
hearts of bis prople, according to bis promiſes of „ | 
bath ſaid, That he would exalc his Mountain = 
_ thetopof all Mountains, and his Houle mould be eſtabl 
and his Kingdome ſhould be fet up ae! in the — 
of che Children of men; aud be bath promiſedit odw2 innen, 
* and to walk in them, and write bis Law in their Hearts,” and pit 
F bis Spirit within them, and they ſpould he bis People, aud be would 
F | be their God, and be alone would be their Teac 4d Ln i 
aldi Dey. tar ſhould ariſe in their Hearts, and the Light : 
1 Cn Oda I ſhould ſhine intheir Conſciences, | 2M 
* 5 Some « bath the Lord promiſed, and be i Aug th 6 
ryes in and among ſt bis People, 2 N Fi oF 
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3 The Epiſtle to the Reader. 
aud ſtop the purpoſe of the Almighty in bis proceedings of ul Uing 
bis promiſes unto-bis people ; and it is not unknown through theſe 
arts o' the wort”, how many and divers kinds of oppoſttiont the 
Dil kath made thro;gh his Children againſt the VVork of God; 
"What weful Perſecution of theſe late gears halb been brgught forth 
pon the Iinct ent people in whom the Lord is fulfill ng bis Promiſes? 
Whatcrvelty exerciſed ? I bat re proac bes and flanders uttered? Aud 
what alſt ri irons and oppoſitions bath been made of theſe late years 
” againſt an Innocent p ople, tis hard to be expreſt 5 every City and 
Town and Country , muſt bear. witneſs of that cruel Perſecution aye 
' bard dealing that bath been exerciſed i pon the Innocent people, and 
for no other end, but for Truth and . e fake, and, from, 
no other cauſe, but from the enmity of the ſeed of Wickedneſſe in tb 
ungodly world , fer the end to oppoſe and ſtop the work of th: Lord, 
and theſe things gre. ſo, God, and Angels, and Saints, do bear. 
witnfſe. : | ' T | \ 

And Iſo the oppoſition. bath been great againſt the work of the. 
Lord, not onely ly ont ward open oppoſition and perſecution through. 
prophane and cruel men, but alſo by the Profeſſors of Religion, of 01 11... 
age, even of ſuch as have cryed, the Temple of the Lord, the Tem- 
. Þle of the Lord are we, and ſuch. # bave profeſſed Ordinances,, 
Churches and Feloxſpips, and that bave thought themſ. lves to be 
men of Waiſdome and Co, ſcience, even ſuch as theſe have lift up their, * 
bands againſt the Lords, Mork, and bave conſulted and imagined, 
mi cbief againji the Lords interprize 3 for as the prophane World, 
bave + re Ly cruel reproaches and abuſes, Impriſonments and 
unjuſt dealing as a}.reſaids ſo ap bave the profeÞre and wiſe men 
of this Generation Preached, an N. and written Books, and 
prbliſhed their principal 3 Arguments againſt the Way 
of the Lord, and «ll thiazu the 
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Book and read ſame part of it over, and did byoe the current 
of the matter canteined in it, and the drift. ond intent of, the. Spirit 
of the Author, and in my Meditatioms upon th? ſame I found... bis 
work, com po od and wine up of [ng kind W en 5 &s ale 
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aiuſt us igyorant(y, and then ſeemed ti j confute dhe ms. end give big, 
Judgment 4 5 us thereupon, and this. meerly : 
Xx: Ig Igaor ſuppe ſing we bel ſuch a tbing, which indet 
ve bel not, jo 70 lying cee us in. Fudgment n. bis. 20 
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4 His Cotitradiftions wire apparent throughtitt bis book, in Ai 
vers particulars, ſometimes ſaying thus and fo, ant met i quite 
contre ſometimes ave as of one occaſion, and ſome tim: accu. 

1 con 3 Kay thts bis! contratiffions we ade Me 


nifeſt " in our, An 2 is at large diſcovered as the Reader may b 


a His PAGER 3923 tion tothe Truth was apparent, in 
aſmuch as throughout hjs book, be hath oß 957 ed the very Truth of the 
57 gs pirticultyly he b Keb which every man in Jo 

ma is enli | aud concerning Mating and 
Anbling, un ae the! atviuting aud the-ſuſficiency of .its 

Fi er bing and toncerning deftroying the Whore, th: Word of Gu 
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— write it in Their h know Me (. 
ide Kurd) from the leaſt of 1 10 greareff,' and kn 
ball need no more; every matt to teach 11 8 Wege, bu 
the Law in their inward arts, and his Spirit within them 
ſhould teach them; thus it is wo vr in, the Prophet Jeremiah 
was ſro ons Mi a Meſſer 9, OM, each the Promiſe (to wit 
the Spirit of Gdd "pit rt 8 parts, and bis Law written 
theit Heats ; and this wat be a Preather of the Light and Law 
of Gad within men; And David faid, Thy Law is Cn my 
Heart, Plal, 349. Again Luke 17. 20% 21. When t —1 The 
Ze concerning - the Ningdom ef Heaven, be f, 

of Heaven iperithin. you; and in divers liber ph 
Ns: Farrabies ſignified,” That the loaft Orot was wirhin, a 
that the Peart was within, and chat the Seed of the King- 
dom of God was ſown in their Hearts, Mat. 13. 19. and 
Rom, 10. 18. By all which and many other places it is an evident 


2 thut Jefas Chriſt and tbe Apo le Paul were N 


gas Heaven within men, an of the Seed f the King 
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The Eprtle to the Reader! 
out the whvle«current of Scripture. I might bring multitudes of 
proofs; the Apoſflet were Miniſters and Preachers of abe Light with-" 
in, the word of God within, the Love of God within, . tbe Holy Gboſt 
within, Chrift within, yea and Gad within the Saints; yea, i this. 
will not ſerve to prove that it is the Miniftry of Cbriſt Feſus to 
preach the light and word of God within men, I ſorld yet bring 
many more preofs out of the Scriptures to manifeſt that Cbriſt and 
bis Apoſtles preached the Light within men, not onely in the Saints 
but in unbelievers ; take one Scripture more, 2 Cor. 4. 6. The 
Light hath ſhined in our hearts to give us the Light of the 
Knowledge of the Glory of God; and thus it is clearly proved: 
out of the. Seri tures againſt J. W. that the Prophets Chriſt: and 
the Apoitles were Preachers of the” Light aud Truth and Spirit 
#ithin; And when'l confidered at large this ſame ſubject of bit 
whele diſcourſe, it appeared ſomewhat firange to me, that any\ 
reaſonable man ſhould draw up ſuch a Subje to make # whole 
Book of oppoſition againſſ it; like as if be had never read Scrip- 
tures, ſeeing be bed thus (tated- bis matter intendedly againſt us 
+ called Quaker:, thinking by fteering ſuch 4 courſe: be ſhauld con- 
fute ns i ſome \errours , whenas its fully maniſe;t that be bath 
ſteered his courſe in direct oppoſirion to the Scriptures and the Truth 
therein contained; and therefore we may conclude of his ignorance 
and errour, who hath thus juſtin ed the Truth of aur Principles and 
D. Arines while be hath thought to oppoſe them aud conſute them as 
erronri, and ſo overthrow} himſelf. =- ung 
3, I confiderel concerning returning an Anſwer to his Book; an 
T found it meet that it ſhould be anſwered, for the end 10 clear the. 
way of Truth from bis falſe and foul aſperfions, which were made 
np by whole groces in bis Bork, and alſo leaft be ſhould. glory. aud 
va unt bimſelſ in bis folly", as iſ none were able to anſwey him, 
wir to detect biu of falſhoda, though I was not bafty in falling a- 
box'd upow” bim, an that for "divers reaſons. Fim, becauſe "my 
occaſions were then very many and weigtty, and that of far grea-* 
ter moment to be pypſecuted then to leave them for anſwering" of 
bim. 2. Becauſe I ſaw 9 grext agcuſion of preſent baſt to fall up- 
on him and to detect his unworthy work, for as to my on pare 
fieutar 1 could have let bit Book: bavs 'paſſed 'witbout an An- 


Fer, and all tis Lyes, and Calumnies, and F alſho:ds paſſed with 


ent burt to our particulars,” for we are ſatisfied in the Truth of our- 


The Epiftle to the Reader, 
way thonſunds of us bleſſed be God, notwittftanding, all mens oppo- 
frtiom- 3. Becauſe I would not willingly and haſtily have giver aur 
publicit enemies occaſion ta mock and ſcoru at-us. while they bebeld ug. 
as it were tearing one andther, aud contending one againſt' anothor, 
to tho meaning of oun ſelves and: ſirengthning of them ; nor ſhould. 
T butt upon this occaſion have appeared” publick in this manner againſt 
any- ſuffering poople;. for it bath ever been wy quality to comfort 
the: afflified: and: ſufferers rather then to adde aſſliclion to them; 
bat upon this occaſion. I am forced to witb-ſt and the inſolency of 
Iv. Wright, toreproue bis lyes: and ſlanders, and that publickly to- 
theview of the world, and-it could wot well be: avoided; fo ut on theſe 
reaſons:with ſome: others the Book lay by mee divers wech, till at laſt 
Þ bave takgn'it under band, for I have beard à report of ſome 
boaſting: amongſt J. W. bit Bretbrem as if bis. Book, could not be ave 
ſwered, but be bad conſuted us ſo, aud ſo bighly, unauſwerably, 
and its ſaid by ſame that be was a whole year or more in bringing 
forth the ſaid Book, whereby it is proved a Monſter , and being 

forth its nom impet fed and eſſects not the end propounded by 
its. Author z woll upon theſe reaſons at my firſt ſpare op portunityl baue 
looked thorow bis Brok, and. a dear friend of mine while I was ab+ 
ſent bence in the work of the Lord elſewhere, begun the work for 
meg. and bath anſwered-a-part of it, aul it is pabliſhed with no other 
endyor intent but 0nely to diſcover the Truth and to reprove falſhood, 
and iſ it prove effefiuel-to any as to inform them. 10. a'diflinguiſh= 
ment between Truth and Errour,, to diſcern tbe difference between 
the. one and the other, and if any bo edi ßed in the Truth bereby, I 
have my end and.defire, aud if it ſhall work ( through the Spi- 
rit-of- God.) any. convidiien' in the heart of our adverſaries, and 
il Io. Wright ſpall ſee what be hath done, and repent,. my end 
in fulfelled,. bu if not  Lam-ſatisfied in what I bave done; find 
ing it to be my duty to. ſend forth this Anſwer in purſuit of, and 
2 detect I. W. his flandirs and reproackes, errours and contra- 

ions. | | : 
Aud now. I mnſt. commit - the- ſerious Reader to the grace of 
God, and to the Spirit of . ſound Judgement, that thereby be may 
read» aud - weigh the one and the other ,. and that be may juſtly 
Judge by the: rule of equity. and Scripture. proof ,. the difference. 
ef "the controverſie; and the Right, Truth, and Juſtice of the — 
ä an 


* 


The Epiſtle to the Reader. 8 — 
and the errour and ſalſity of the other, that be mey d odifled -in 
- this matter, for the end that he may follow Truth and Righteonſ«  -_ 
neſſe as it is diſcovered t bim, mi deny deceit falſhood 
ere ever be foal! mert wit it; A thus I ſhdlt Veeve the 
Reader to the ſerious view of the wholy matter, 4 beneafter it 
ſollowes. 


London the Being a true friend to all chat love Truth © 
gth. day of and Righteouſneſſe, and one that loves 
tb. ment h his Enemies. | | 

1661. 


Edward Burroughs. 
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A Preface. 
To the. People: called Anabaptiſts why 


are herein concerned, for the clearing of 


the Truth to them and others who ſcru- 
ple concerning it or the Light of it 
within, | 


FRIENDS, 


Hat a ſad thing is ir, that you that profeſs the 
Name of Chrift and to be his Flock, ſhould be ſo 


;Y. unwiſe, and ſhew your ſelvesſo indiſcreet and ir- 

rational, as todiſcover ſuch a ſpirit of bitterneſſe 
and enmicy (eſpecially in this day of Tryal both of you and 
us) againſt ſuch as are conſcientious towards God in what 
he hath made known (though in Judgement differing from 
you). as here that ſpirit of enmity and malice is plainly diſ- 
covered, in what hath proceeded from it in this Book, cal- 
led, 4. Teſti 
Foſeph Wright, who it appears, is accounted no mean man 
among you, for he accounts himſelf ſo nearly related to 
you, whom he calls 7he beloved Flock of Cbriſt, (ho are the 
People called Auabaptiſts wh ich he intends) that he ſaith, he 
hath been appointed by many of you (chough unworthy) 
for a defence of that Truth of the Goſpel which you profeſs ; 
but if you were inthe Truth of che Goſpel, you would not 
have appointed ſuch a Reviler and Iaſolent man for a de- 


fence of it, nor of you in ir, as this Foſ, Wright hath clearly 
N diſcovered he is, as is clearly manifeſt in his Reviling, Re- 
pProaching and Slandering ſuch as he calls Preachers of ane 

0 


the Sou of Man, &c: Subſcribed by one 


1 


' 3 jolly he hack caſt upon ws, chiefly for Pceaching up the 


A 3 manifefted-himſelf as a partaker with the perſeeuting 
. rarion who ſmice againſt us with the fiſt of wickedaes, 


8 
30 


to the Light within all men, whom his Book is contrived a 
gainſt (he intending the ſuffering People called Quakers, 
who own and walk in the Light of Chriſt in them againſt. 
which Light he hath alſo ſo greatly maniſted his enmity, as 
if he could not contain his Malice, nor theſe many fad A- 
ſperſions and black ievilings in his Book, which he hath 
produced from the Spirit of Antichriſt and Blaſphemy in 
him; and though he bath appeared in his Pride, Preſump- 
tion, and boaſting Spirit, and as one appointed by you for 
an eminent defender of your way, as if he were ſome won- 
derful Champion and great Warriour, yet by the Light 
which he hath reproached is he diſcovered, and his weak- 
neſs: and folly made manifeſt, and he ſeen to be as feeble a 
Wertijour and Child of Babylon as ever formed a Weapon, 
or lifted up a hand { fo publickly as he hath done) ,againft 
— — of God; and if you were in Gods fear and true 
humiility, and well conſidered your own ſtate, and the flate 


- of ſuch as are reviled by this your Defender, you would not 


own-nor ſuffer ſuch BabyloniÞÞ-Braits, and dirty frothy tuft. 
to proceed from amongſt you, as this (aid Book of J. Wrights; 
eonſidering theſe thing. 11717 | 
Firſt, Theſe are Suffering times, which, both you and we 
are in, and how eſpecially we ate lyable to ſuffer ſor our, 
Conſciences, in our obeying that Teſtimony committed to 
us, not onely by mens teproaches, but aſſe y Acts of cru- 
elty anꝗ Perfecution inflicted upon us , beexuſe. we cannot 
deny the Lord in what weare perſwaded he requires of us. 
2. Such Revilings 8&Reproaches as 7. V ight hath ſpread: 


forth againſt us in the fight of our Perlecuors,, tend rather 


toaddafſ}Kion'to us, and to ſtir up our Perſecutors in eu- 
elty againſtusrhen ot herwiſe Seeing that he hath fo much. 
acculed and reviled us under the na mes of warkers of Wickeds: 
neſs, forerunnors of the: man of Sin, Ihars, Blaſppemers, Delud. 
es, with many more reviling names, which falſly and un- 


vu mater chere isnojuſtevidence againſt us, wherein þ 
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work tends to — &rengthen, hileſt he is ſmit · 
ing with the tongue like the wicked (ho ſhoot aw Arrows 
. againſt che Righteous) and caſting out his mire an 
on ſach as fear the-Lord and walk in his Light. \ 43137 
Thirdly, If you truly weighed your oa ſtate, and mind- 
ed the rule of equity in your oun Conſciences, To do to otbers 
. you would be dene by, you would not ſpread abroad. ſuch 
reviling Boaks and bundles of confulion as tend. to cauſe 
others to ſuffer who are concient ious towards God in what 
they kuow, knowing that in cheſe times, if you be true to 
your own Principles, you ave lyable to ſuffer alſo for your 
Conſcicnces , by ſuch as would aſſume to themſelyes a pows 
er to be Judges in matters of Conſcience and Religion, 
though they dare not own themſel ves to be infallible in their 
Judgements notwithſtandiug. | 
'Fourthly , Confideriag how many have opened their 
Mouths, and publiſhed their Books and Pamphlets againſt 
us, and how little all cheir work hath effe&ed or brought 
forth againſt us, and /howwe have in the teſtimony ofa good 
Conſcience been made to trample upon and diſcover ur 
enemies works, which have ſo often been brought to nought; - 
this might have hindered this untimely and monſtrous birth 
of F. 's from coming abroad, which though he hath been 
along time a bringing it forth, it muſt be turned back into 
the pit of Darkneſs and belly of Confuſion, where it was 
concei ved, though it appears he was ſo conceited in his work, 
and impudency and pride was ſo high in him, that he thought 
to prevail more then the reſt of his Predeceflors, who were 
of the Dragons Army, that have oppoſed the Truth before 
him, and chat his work would have been more effeqtual then 
any befides, that hath been brought forth againſt us; but 
h fig. he andall that believe him and his work deceive 
ed, for both the weakneſs ," confuſion and ſalſhood of hig 
matter is eaſie to ſee by any unprejudiced perſons who ha ve 
but common ſence and reaſon; for RL — 
12 ne? reviled us, whom the Lord hath-delivered ant 


dirt upy 


darkneſs into his Light and Life made man iſeſt in us, bun 
alſo he hach ſec himſel to oypoloend revile — — 1 
in all mey, and hath done what in him lies, to keep * 1 


A Prefare. 
at a diſtance from Chriſt who is the true Lat, as on 
205 willing that Chriſt ſhould have any room to tre L wag 
ther in his people of in any upon earthy, for this Foſ. rige 
who ſaith he hath been apPointed by many of yoitfor u de. 
fence &c. in his Epiſtle to you ( whom he calls the beloved 
flock, of Jeſus Cbriſt ) he writes Fo all them thit call u . 
Nome of the Lord e Chrift,-xho fits at the right band of, God 
the Father in the Heavens. out of every. man on earth, (he ſaich) 
and to ſuch wiſhech.bleſings, riches of grace &c. herem d - 
that own this 7. V. as a defence of Truth deen nee bel 
how abſolutely he bath fer himſelf againſt Chriſt and the 
Truth, who herein hat h gone about to limit or divide the 
Hoy One from his People arid members; (as alſo further ap- 
ears in his following matter) and whoſe Doctrine tends to 
eep all out of the Faith of thertrue Church and ſo in the 
reprobate ſtates) contrary to the Apoftles Doctrine wh 
faith, 2 Ctr. 13. 5. Examine your ſelves whether ze be int Ran 
None pour own ſelves, know gau not jour dn ſelves bow that Feſus 
of is in cu exoett ye be Reprobates 3 fo that he that knows 
not chat Jeſus Chrilhin bim is out of the Kaithy 7 4 
e and much more tie char preaches ta kreꝑ all from 


knowing, Jeſus\Chrift in them while on earth. >, Aud in 
that 7. V. hat h accounted Chrift as le i at the right hu of 
God the Father, not to be in any man, but out of every wan 
on earth, he hath gone about to, ſeparate the Saints from the 
right hand of God, and ſo: hat h diſcovered bimſelf both 
ignorant of Chriſt and of the Fathers right hend, and of 
che Kingdom of Heaven in the Sainte for they that are 
eome to Chriſt, and to know, him item: they are come to 
the Fathers right hand, ang being Chrilts ſhegp none (hall. 
- | thing bach 7. F confuted himſcly,. foq he hach acknows- 
Jedged that bleſſings, glory, end praiſes are wo he aſcribed unto the 
©  chely piſs Gig threp ut all ages in the Churches, Ly bis onely Son 
4. Jeſus, Cbris, which plainly, 1mplies that chen Jeſus Chriſt 
1 mult vs in-che.Gbuches, or how; ſhould praifes be given by 
bim in che Churches te thhe onely wiſe. God, or how ſhould 
2 Ee or praife the onely. wiſe God by Jeſus Gbrift 
xz pat he! be! in tbem. Alſo: after this J. ie 
u. N peop - 


people ol Jeſus Chrift, being out of man on earth, he hath 
et himſelf to ſe the ligbi of Chriſt (in all men) whois 
che true light that enlightens every man that cometh into 
the World. | : l p | 

For in his Epiſtle, he tells of giving you a diſcription of 
one viz. errour and de luſtiun) that is moſt dangerous, and that 
which he hath chiefly written againſt,is Preaching the Law & 
Light within, and alſo accounts it 4 ſad Principle of the Spirit 
of Antichriſt, which uop (be ſaith) runus about preachiug up the 
Law or Light within; as alſo he accounts chis Doctrine, Groſs 
Darkneſs, and ſo warns you againſt it: As alſo he ſaith, There 
bath riſen up a moſt pernitious ſtratagem of Satan, whereby to de- 
lude the Children of God aud men, it is a Teaching up the Light 
wubin all men, and he calls them that are in unity with that 
Principle, the Meſſengers of Antichriſt, and that à Doctrius of 
Antichriſt, and a device of Satan, and chargeth us withdeteſta- 
ble bla ſpbemies about it, &c. & 2 

So that this Joſeph VT right, hath not onely ſhewed him- 
ſelf againſt Chriſts being in his People, but alſo he hath 
fought to keep men from his Light in tbem, as one that would 
ſnut up the Kingdom of God againft men, that they might 


not enter into it 3 and' ſo he harh uttered forth his Rage 


and Blafphemy againſt the Light of Chriſt, and his Læw in 
men, who is come 4 Light into the world, that whoſoever believeth 


„bin, may met periſh bis baus eternal life, whoſe Law und Light 


0 
N 


is that we Preach; and Chriſt told the Pliariſees| That the 
© 11 God was within tbem, Luke 17. Though they were 
wicked men, and ſought to ſhut up the Kingdome of God 
7 againſt others, as this 7. V. hath done, in his e che 


wh ſhame, and uttering his rage 5nd folly "abyin the 
N within, ſo that he might as welt e 17 itilt, 
aid, chat he Preached up a deluſiom, aud a moſt perni- 

tous ſtratagem of Satan, and a device of Satan, as do char 


us for Preaching thoſe things that are agreeable to the 5 Y 


Doctrine of Chriſt ;' And yet note that not wit hſtanding all 
this mans raging 4 ain ls | 


Fg fins ad = volt pence 1 
men, and his reviling it as detufiong and a moſt pe ns 
ſtratagem of Satan; aud ee 8e hath (in page , 
165) diſtinguiſhed the Light which is in us and all men; . 5 
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the ſpirit of darkneſs, as accuſing our ſpeaking to be wot from 
the Light within all men, nor from the light within our ſelves, but 
from. the ſpirit of Darkpeſs,, &c. Which though he hath fal- 
fly accuſed our ſpeaking, yet be hath hereby truly Implyed, 
that there is a light in is, and all min that is te of contra- 
fo the ſpirit of Darkpeſs ; «nd thus he bewfayes bis own confu- 
fion 20 folly about che Light of Chriſt in all men, one while 
to rail ſo bitterly againſt it and the Doctrine of it, as the moſt 
pernirious deſution, ſtratagem of Satan, and grofs 
neſs; another while fo intimately to grant to a light v 
all men (which leads to ſpeak truth) as oppoſite to the. ſpi 
rit of Darkneſs; As alſo in Feat 167 20. 12 41. This 


1 20 N Tbnt the Light rr ths then the 
® ie Goal, 0 . 


run the 0 

Ne then he ſaith, Ir 35 
ker of rhe Law, mot of the" See what 'grofs 

* darkne(s and confufion this man is Ak who-cannot diftin- 
guiſn between the Law of God within and the work of ir, 

| counting chte Law or /izht within the work of the Law, like 

asif he had faid, that the Law of God within e wi 
bf the Law within, whenas the ab es of che Law is that ; 
is effected by the Law, 8s diftiri from the Law ic ſelf, a 
much as a conviction or convincement is diftin& 7 N 


which convinceth; and we in ownin 0 Law of G 
its work within, do nor deny the nor Ch 
tre accufed, no more then t « Apoltle when he 
not about to make void the Law, but to eſtabliſh it, 
was dof ed vt Pry * FARE 909015 
whoſe han us Law, that maniſe and 
nefſech againſt i enge vis the Covenant chat God on 
miſed, We in the wing, and write tbem in- 
hearts, Heb, 8. mars Rom. 2 13% UqarF Or 860k, 
be bearers «Aye the 
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ple of Antichriſt, nor a moſt pernitious ſtratagem of Satan 
(as 7. V. hath done) but owns and vindicates it, and thoſo 
that through Faith attained unto its righteouſneſs, which 
the Jews by works out of the Faith did not. So let any Ra- 
tional or Indifferent man Judge, whether this 7. JV. hath 
not in effect accuſed the Apoſtle aul, and the Prophet Fere- 
miab and others, with Preaching up a moſt dangerous de- 
luſion, a ſad Principle of Antichriſt, groſs Darkneſs, and a 
moſt pernitious ſtraragem of Saran, &c. ſeeinguthar he hath: 
thus reviled the Law and ligt within, and the work of it in 
the heart [mentioned in Rem. a. 15. ] under theſe tearms; 
and thus hath he manifeſted the Malice and Rancor of his 
Imbittered Spirit againſt the light andLaw of Chriſt, and work 
of it in the feat, and ſo hath ſhewed himſelf an enemy to 
the Covenant of God, which was to Jews and Gentiles, Iſs, 
42. 6. Fer. 31. and ſo inſtead of giving a teſtimiony againſt 
the Son of Perdition, he hath abſolutely appeared. in his 
work; and after his ſo much Blaſphemp againſt the light in 
all men, and our Preaching of it up, he is made to confeſs 
to the light in us and all ojen,” as a differing thing from che 
ſpirit o 8 1 6 page i;. I It ſhould ſeem that when 
he writ that, he had forgotten his former revilings againſt 
the ligbt in all men. | 
Ihus you who are called Anabaptifts, may ſre the Bruitiſh» 
neſſe and Confuſion of this unworthy man, who hath been 
appointed by many of yan for a defence, as he ſaith ; and 
what credit or profic will this work he unto you, though he. 
ſet np himſelf as a Teacher of che Churches of Chriſt; ard 
in che fame Epiſtle that he writes to thoſe he calls che Bel 
ve Flock, of Chriſt, that are iu the Faith and Fellowſhip-of 
him, according to his Glorious.Golpel , when he has: bid» 
den them beware of bearkening to Preachers up of the light, He 
ſaith, But if 'you ſhall nat be warned, I babe gs: to this 4 my 
duty, your blood will lie upon your own heads, 3 
So you may here ſee hat Ae r of the beloved Flock 
of Chrilt (that arg in the Fai and] cllow ip.of him) his. 
Toſeph Wright is, ta lay the ſanie words upon them that con- 


: 


cerned the uy that blaſphemed, and oppoſed themſelves 1 5 


againſt the Truth when Paul ſpoke to them, Als 18.6, As if 
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the beloved Flock of Chrift chat are in the faith had not yer 
| taken warning, but might be guilty of their own blood, as 
| Joſeph Wrights words do imply and yet this Flock is both 
in the Fellouſhip and Faith of Chriſt; was there ever ſuch 
9 and confuſion as this! | 

And further, you may take notice, how that after Foſeps 
Wright hath ſo much reviled and blaſphemed the light wubin, 
he hath willingly manifefted himſelf an open enemy co the 
light and the Dodrine of it, where, in his Epiſtle to the Rea- 
der, he hath laid down'theſe words, viz. Although we bav: 
bath preached and printed againſt this de vice of Satan, and bave 
bore witneſſe very much againſt this deluſion, yet ſo ſimple are ſome, 
both People and Teachers as to rank us with them, at co- partuert and 
ſuch. as are eſpauſeũ to that Dorine which teacheth up the lam or 
ght:erithin all men; eb ub Lord knows it an ſo ſhall you ane 
of «you ſhall not believe it nom, that toentertain ſuch a Do- 


preach: or practia⸗ 
are — 
prion: and Impud 
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ciently 
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ciently knoun to be ours both by our words of mouth and 
Books, yet many things hath he charged againſt us as ours, 
both as to Principles and matters of fact, which he neither 
mentions the Authors of, nor the Books of ours by which 
they were aſſerted; and thus in the greateſt part of. His ac- 
culat ions and charges againſt us hath he dealt deceitſully, 
(like bim who is the Father of lyes and lyars, who whey, be 
ſpeaketh a lze be ſpeaketh of kimſelf) and not as a rational man, 
and in very many things he hath abſolutely wronged our 
Principles and PcaRiſes, and charged as apparent faiſhgods 
upon us as ever was, as hereafter is made manifeſt to the 
ſhame of him that was the Aut hour of the ſaid lying Book 
( called 4 Teſtimony for the. Son of man, &c.) and the 
ſhame of all ſuch: falle Spirits as own: him in his work; 
We ſee that God hath appeared in Judgement againſt 
you and your way, and « line of confuſſom is come, 0 
ver you, . fince that ſo many of you ( eſpecially of: your 
Leaders) have ſet themſelves in their envy and malice. a- 
gainſt us who are in the Power of Trutbʒ hat do you think 
that ſpreading your railing and falſe Books againſt us will 
gain you favour frem the prophane world vah́bie any 
means to reſcue you from perſecution, url ſuffering under 


by reviling the Innocent, as ſome af the Leaders in your way: 
have gotten themſelves one of, Priſon y (rearing cont rary 
t Christ Docttiae after hey have! 
*witneſſe Nen who o- been impriſoned i £05! to 
penly ſwore to get himſeli . Wear; (when ſo-many! of our 
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bor wy; owe of Abe, heilt) Avid nod obely ſo;but ſeve- 
OWN e d, rel ef cha tbo haue long beenires 
vers others of the: Bt pute eminence. im your wap) hover 
did fogoar for fea . (like Men- pleaſers) ritten co vin- 
. ringiand:oaths, as tres 
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Teachers 9. Pop ey ownLodſdeaces,jand do bis h 
este for Vat ins at thaſe agen have te led and beſpat te rod 
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with . 


the powers of the earth? Do you think to ſave your ſelves 


ont of priſon, aſter be had friends were in priſons for refuſing 
written #8211 by ring ., to ſwear for Conſcience fake to f 


echenqus wen both eo God, totbeir. 
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with reproaches ( in the Book here 
anſwered) who would be loath to 
be ſo treacherous to God and their, 
own Conſciences, as many in theu there 
way have been, Whatever we 1 nar wicha 
either from you or from the perſe- ſwearxhou 


Conſricheri. 
cuters in the ſame envious ſpirit the deceit of t PID 


ehich js among. you; And yelehis,.Foxee drenl ome | 
know, that we had _— — Chis . enccs.. 


Sint any of you, had we not had Lu 
bs t accafion, given us by. this. pięcę of wicked.) ork. 
which Joſepb N right (your Defender) hath brought Th 
wherein we who preach the Light of Chrift within, are 
onely flandered and beſpattered with his lyes and calum- 
nies as men, bur alſo the Truth of God which we are in and 
ſuffer for, is blaſphemed, belyed, and perverted, even in the 
fight of our enemies .in.yindicatic 
. cellitated to give this forth, and to deal thus plainly with 
your Principles which are publiſhed by your pretended De- 
fender, otherwiſe we could have been tilent as from medling 
wich you in this kind, for it is no pleaſure to us to beſtow 
© mbct{l3 upon ſuch a heap of confuſion and abſur- 
dities as J. PP. bis work is, nor to upbraid you wich your 
confuſion and weakneſſe in what you profeſſe, efpecially 
ſince you are as in a ſuffering ſtate, and like to ſuffer4 as 
we are ) if you be true to your Principles, and conſcientious 
towards God in what you know or profeſſe; but you may 
ſee the? i 
what we do in this thing. And though I.. does not name 
the word Quakers by name, yet it is all one as if he had 
done it, vhiſſt he ſo often in general words upbraids fuch as 
preach the Light within; for we called Quaters art knoun to 


the people he all along ſo peeviſhly ſmites againſt, ſeeing 
that we are known ſo generally. co'own and preach the 
Light within as the Saints of old did, and in that Lzybt of 
Chriſt in us we ſee Light, and therein are as a City ſet up- 
on a Hill which cannot be hid, and are in tHat Truth and 
Life which will out - live our oppoſers and rag cor from 
e 


dead 


do know that power manifeſt in us which out · ſnines a 
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dead and empty forms, profeſſions and traditions of all 
who are out of che life aud power of godlineſſe, and in 
that hath the Lord given us ftrengeh and the ſpirit of un- 

ing to ſee beyond, and to ſtand over our oppoſers, 
and the en vy and ſubtilty of the Serpent in ſuch as riſe up 


in Judgment agzinft us. 
Glory to our God for ever and ever. 


| 


And now we come to ſome of the heads of Foſeph Wrights 
matter in charge againft ſuch as preach che Law and Lig 
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and of t hoſe things 


CHAP. I. 


chez the Light within, and C ſe coming in the 
fleſh and dying for Ml men. 


V. his firſt charge i is in theſe e vir. Tbe fi ching 
J. I lay to thy charge whoſvever thou art that preacbeſt up 
s . within men, requiring all People to mind 105 light 
ich is within them, is this, That thou doſt deny that Cbriſt 
which dyed at Jeruſalem, and demyeſt Feſus Cbriſt ce in the 
fleſh, and thy ſpirit is the ſp ſpirit Antichriſt, Sc. And the firſt 
proef for his charge is in theſe words, ' vizi 1. Becauſe in ali 
prea: hing, teaching, and declaring, thou never mater mention 
Cbriſts dying for the fins of ibe world, nor that he taſted death 
every mn, thou art ether ſilent in this Doctrine of Chrifts 
Ding for? for man in the body of bis fleſh, cc. And his ſecond proof 
cheſe words, via. 2.'Becxuſe an i ty word of mouth; even 
5 pages rack wi itings, for ame among ſt ibem all and in them all there is not- 
one line which reac heth that Chrift did dye for the ſins of the world, 
and freely laid down his life at ranſome ſor ſiuneri &cc 
Anſwer, As his charge is univ 1 againſt all chae preach 
up e within, it in both: falſe and ſlanderous, as alſo all 
for it, ſo that he might as well have faid, thiat 
che 1 of Chriſt in all men, and the Doctrine of Chriſt 
which directs toit, doth deny Chriſt and his coming in the 
fleſh, when as on the contrary, alt who truly own and be- 
lie ve in the light of Chriſt in them, by it they come to be 
led to the knowledge of Chriſt fram hence it comes; and 
to the power of his deach and the vertue of his life, which” 
none can truly know but as they are led by the 1 ight 4 
Chriſt hu rs which giveth the Knowledge ef ibe Glory 
— ace freely given ta us 7850 
ny you may be children 
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in the fleſh, as falſly e accuſeth all that 

z Hap Within 3 and in that we are included in ba roo 
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2 Concerning the Light within, «nd Chriſts 
never mentioning Chrifts taſting death for every man, either 
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in our Preaching or writings; in this he hath notoriouſly 
belyed us, as thouſands may witneſs againſt him, who have 
heard us both Preach up und coritend for the free Grace of 
God to all men, and thereby that Chriſt taſted death for every 
man, and dyed for all men, and gape bim [elf a ran ſom for all 
to be teſtified of in due vime, Heb. 2. 9. 1 Tim. 2. 6, 2 Cor. 5. 
14. 1 John 2. 2. Which alſo as a teftimony againſt 7. Vr in 
mati of our Books,” vindicate the frer Grace of Go 
Chriſt to all men, and his dying for all, as in a Book Inki- 
tuled The Voice of Wiſdom, by G. V. page 12, and at large 
in a Book Intituled , Ruſticus ad Accademices, by S. F. in 
both which Prieſt Danſon is anſwered, and his pleading a- 
gainſt Chriſts death for all men, and his free Grace to all 
confuted; as alſo in a Book called, A brief Diſcovery, by GW. 
as in many more Books of ours, the free Grace of God to all, 
and Chriſts dy ing for all men is declared. = 
Alſo 7. V. his chird Proof for his ſaid charge againſt all 
that Preach the light within, is as falſe as bis former, where 


| helaies down thele words. {to wit) Thos deft net gatbir wer 


and women Mito Communion with Chrift by Faith, teaching thent to 
believe in Jeſus Chriſt, ce. amen 
Which thing he himſelf, who hath openly oppoſed the 
light of Ghrift in all (and counted the Doctrine of it a flrata- 
S is guilty: of, and not we that on the ibi; 
r it is the ligbt that brings into communion with God and 


his Son Jeſus Chriſt, for they that ſay they Have fellowſhip 


with him, and walk in Darkneſe, they lye and do not the 
truth, but they that walk in the Light, are in the true fel - 
lou ſhip and faith, and know the Blood of Chriſt to cleanſe: 
them all fin : Alſo 7. V his charging us wich gathers 
ing by works and not by Faith, in warning all people to 
look to the light within, and ſuch as receive this Doctrine, 


a peing as ignorant as heathens and abſolute infidels 5 in 


e ſlandered us, and ſhewedhimſelf to be an Infi- 
del, who fees nor clie ſigbt within; nor ons it, for the Ini: 
dels were ſuch as in — 1 did blind 1 
minds from ſeeing the /ight of rious OGoſpel, 

k in the heart, and giveth the knowledge a Þ 
. f 2 [4 ij 
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of God or igt even in che wicheld. 


bete dene, thut I am ignorant of Cbriſt, cc. 
An „What a filly Reaſon is this, sgeinſt hof 
Pre a that all ſhould mind * light within. 3 #8 if he 


= 


coming in the fleſh, and dying for all men. 3 
the Glory of Gad to them that believe in it, and ſo works 
without Faich we 2 the works that are wrought in the 


Faith and in the ligh: we own; and though J. V. hath ſo 
much warned people from looking to the ligt within, as t hat 


which muſt bring chem co reconciliation and juſtification, 


yet in pages 124. and 125. he hath contradicted his matter 
againſt the fig bt vithin, for there he ſpeaks of being ſet free 
ard Juſtified by performing the condition of the ſecond Covenant, , as 
Repentante, Faith, and Goſpel Obedience which thoſe that bave. fins 
ed may perform threugh the aſſiſtunce of Gods Spirit, &c, as allo 
he ſaich, ſo far f6rth as Perſons come to be in Covenant with Chriſt, 
and are enablea by bim to walk according to bis direfion , ſe far 
are theſe ſaid to have Chriſt formed. in them, that is, to be brought 
into a bleſſed eſtate of freedom from the guilt of fin, of freedem from 
thepawer and dominion of fin, of aſſurance of redemption from the firſt 
dearth , and of deliverance. from the ſecond, and ſo by Cbriſt ta be 
Intituled to Eternal Life, &c. * »} 
Nou how ſhouldthoſe who have finned perform the con- 
dition of the ſecond Covenant, through the aſſiſtance of 
Gods, Spirit, or come into the True Faith and Golpel obe 
dience, and to know Chriſt formed in them, unleſs that 
Gods Spirit or | Light be known ur owned within; and if 
thoſe that have ſinned, may come co this Rate of Faith and 
Obedience, and freedom from the.guilt and power of fin 


by che Spirit of God, then a meaſure of this Spirit or aght 


is given to all tuen without exception, ſeeing that che fingers 
themſelves are pot exempted. from it, according, to, J. V. 


his own words; end thus hath he groſly confounded. im- : 
elf in his own, while rayli 


| | ng againſt che Preaching, up of 
rhe ligbt within, and another while, coufeſling to the, Spirit 
Ie HEROES al bes 
F. V. his-Foutth Charge is chus, (via.) Zhen which 
eſt that all mew ſhould mind the light which is mibin them, 


. God which dyed as. Feruſalem, becanſy thou haſt [aid 
I tbe, ute e niafbablen 4 C | g 
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4: Concerning the Light 4 Within, and Chriſts 
ſaid, that becauſe he hes made a large conteſſion of Chriſt, 
therefore he is not ignorant of him; when as the Devil who 
ſuvours not the things of God, hath been made to confeſſe 
Ghrifſt, and many do conſeſs Chriſt in words, as largly as 
LT. and yet are iguorant of him, and of the Power of his 
death and Sufferings, as J. V. is whileſt he ſhews him ſelf an 
enemy to the Light of Chriſt which we own ; and we do not 
deny eicher the comĩag of Chriſt, or his ſuffering in the fleſh, 
as'we'ere ſalſly accuſed by chis revider 3 neither do we deny 
Chriſts reconciling of the world, nor teach any thing con- 
trary to that of Row. J. 10. 2 Cor. 5. 49. a8 J. V. bach impli- 
eitely aceuſed us; for we know and Preach reconciliation 
chrough Chriſts death, and Salvacion through his life, whoſe 
life is the /ighr-of men, and chis is not any eſtabliſhing of our 
own Righteouſneſſe, as falſly we are accuſed; neirher. are 
we ſtrangers unto the Do&rine of Juſtification by the Grace 
of God through the redemption, that is in Chriſt, whom 
Gbd hath ſet forth to be a propitiation through faith in hĩs 
blood; but how are any julligedd by the Grace of God, whilſt 
they deny the ligbt vb; for is not tc he light of Chriſt with» 
in the free gift of his Grace, which hath appeared toall men, 
and which by his Righteouſneſs hath come upon all men, 
Rom. 5. 19. Tu 2. 11. Which Righteouſneſs is received 
where the light of Chriſt within. is obeyed, and he Ie 
made known to be a propitiation through Faith in his blood; 
und we who are come to on chis in the true Faith, are 
comme to ſelf · denyal, and ro deny ſelf - righteouſneſs, contra- 
ry to 7. V. his falſe accuſations againſt us who Preach the 
light within. | | * 

Who alſo ſaich in his twelſch page, But ſelf muſt be denyed - 
and ſelf-righteo,ſneſs, which is of the; Lam, yea, when men baue 
done all whatſoever. thiy are cummanded, | they are to ſay, with 
bumble bearts they have done but what was theer duty, &c. 

Aufwer, What an Ign:ramw is this man, who puts no dif- 
ference betwixt Sri rigbteauſurſs which is to be at 
the doing whatſoever -rve ars commanded; whith is our duty, as 
i he had ſaid, in denying ſeli.righteouſneſs, you muſt deny 
your duty, or that ſeif-righreouſneſs is mens duty, hen 8 
chat which brings men to do their duty to God in obeying 

is 


ad 


coming in the fleſh, am dying for al men. 5 
His commands is of God; and though man as in the Servants: 
ſtate may abaſe and humble himſelf, yet that Principle of 
Faith which brings him to do his duty, is to be eſteemed of, 
and as in that he lives, he comes to be reckoned among the 
Faithful and profitable Servants of Chriſt, who became his 
Friends through faithfulneſſe, and Chriftfaid unto ſuch, 7 
call you no more Servants but Friends, and this is further then 
the unproficable Servants ſtare, 
And whereas J. V. chargeth ſuch as ftrangers to juftificetine 
ty Faith in the Blood of Chrift, who ſay, That ſofar as thecreature 
ij brougl t out of the filth of this world, and to leave fin , ſu fur onoly 
# be juſtified before God, c. As alſo he tells of a poor ſinner 
ſtanding juſtified before God, and of God juſtifying the creature, 
while it is in itt ſins, i its blood, page 14. | | 
Anſwer, Herein hath 7. V. ſhewed himſelf ignorant of 
juſtification before God by. Faith, and of the ſtate of juſti- 
. fication, for the Creature is not juſtified as a ſinner, no in 
that tate wherein it is in the filth of che World, and in ius 
blood, but as it is made juſt in Chriſt, being juſtified from 
iu and ungedlineſs,and not in ſi, and juſtified from thoſt things 
from which it could not be juſtified by cheLaw of Miſes, and it 
is not the bearers of the lam that art juſt before Gad, bus the doersther * 
ſhall be juſtifled;, So this juftification is not without ſanctiſiea 
on, as deceivers do falſly imagine a juſtification of men, 
they are in the filrh of the world, contrary to che A 
DoRcine, who faid to the Corinthians, But ye are wiſhed; but 
ye are ſaudified, but ye are juſtified in the Name of the Lord Jeſm, 
and by the Spirit of our God, 1 Cor. 6. 11. So that he did nut 
deny following the Ig or Spir of God within, as in re- 
ference to mans juſtification, nor Preack-up a jaſtificationof 
men when they are in the filth of the world, and in their 
Blood as J. F. hach done, who — — | 
page 124- owned z juſtification by performing the 
of the ſecond Covenant, through che aſſiſtance of God Spi- 
rit, and that ſo far forth as perſons are in Covenant wth 
Chrift, and are (ele walk according to his direftion 


ſo far are they in a bleſſed eſtate, an in page the 128. and is 
not that bleſſed eftate and freedom from the guile, power 
and dominion of fin, and afferance of Life and a 
| D 2 juſtified 
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6 Concerning the Light within, and Chriſts 
Juftified eſtate( ſuppoſeth 7. / JHow hath he confoundedhim 
ſelf in theſe things. who hath alſo granted that they that be- 
lieve are taught ro be holy, as he which hath called them is 
holy, and to be holy in all manner of - conver ſation, becauſe it is 
writter,. be ye boly , for I'the Lord yuur God am boly, 1 Per.1 14, 
15. Lev. 19. 2. How then are any juſtified while they are 
in the filth of the world in their ſins and in their blood ? 
Thus all may ſee what groſs abſurdity, conſuſion and igno- 
rancethis 7. V. is in ; who alfo ſaith, The bumble do ſee them- 
ſelves in a loft ani undone eftate by redſon of fin, which they and all 
the world are guilty of. finding themſelves under the. curſe of the law, 
c. What falſhood and confution is this, when as choſe that 
are truly humble are taught of the Lord, and freed from the 
uilt of ſin, according to this mans on confeſſion, and the 
umble and contrite heart is a Sacrifice to God, and not to 
be reckoned under the guilt of the worlds fin, nor under 
the curſe of the Law, as this J. V. hath falſely accuſed 
the humble, who are of contrite Spirits whom God re- 
rds. 1508 | 
' Alſo F. V. hath accuſed ſuch gs followers of the Romiſh Syva- 
gogue, and wa — * of Satan, who Preach up the light.” 
. Within, ſaying, that they lead all ſuch as follow tbem from Chriſt. 
to themſelves, . ſetting up themſelves, &c. As alſo he laithy They 
' ſetup that which is indeed the darkneſs of this worid, the traditions 
of nen, the Doctrine of the Romiſh Harlot, page 21. 

Anſw. What an abſurd and fooliſh ſlanderer is this man, 
who diftinguiſhech not between the Light within men, and, 
the men themſelves, whenas they who truly preach the Light- 
of Chrift within do not lead them from Chriſt to themſelves, 

but to that. wbich is not of themſelves, chat they may come 
to deny themſelves, as he bath taught, and this we own, 
which ins ſetting up of ftrife, nor of the darkneſſe of this 
world, neither is it any Tradition of men, or Doctrine of che 
Koniiſh Harlot, as impudently and falſiy F. V. hath charged 
againſt: ſuch as preach the Light within, and ſo hath mani- 
feſted himſelfto be one of chem 4 5 Light for darkneſs, , 
and darkneſſe for Eight, untowhom Woes belongs, Iſ:'5, 20. 
and the more he ftrives againſt che Ligbt the more he con» 
founds and ſplits himſelf againſt the Rock, who having con- 
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coming in the. fleſh and dying for all mer. 
feſſed that what we preach is the work of the Law a the 
hearts, Rome, 2. 15. and as much as that there is a-light in us 
and all men, contrary to the ſpirit of darkneſſe, and now 
chargeth us with ſetting up the darknefle of this world, and 

the Doctrines of the Romiſh Harlot; what groſſe darknefle, 

confuſion and blaſpheinies hath he here uttered forth; if 
J. V. his heart Were not filled with envy and malice, he 

would not ſhew himſelf thus impudent in his folly and con- 
fution. 4 


CHAP. II. 


Concerning the nature and ftate of Obriſt, and 52 of man,” 
and the r ef the divine nature; how J. W. 
bath confoun biel, and ſhewed bis blindneſſe about theſe 
things, 


] O/eph Wright's words, viz. Thou art a Deceiver for thou ſayeſt 
not that the fleſh and bones, bumane ſoul and ſpirit ¶ thad man 
which was bern of Mary'#hp Virgin, in the Chriſt 3. but tbon m 
no mention of the bumane nature, that which thou calleſt the | 
is the ſeed, ſpirit, er light" in that man that was born of Marty, p- 
23,24. Kc. | } * : 
Anſwer,” That which we on to be the Chriſt is the ſame 
that the Apoſtles and true Believers owned; to wit, That 
eſus Chriſt our Lord was made of the ſeed of Alrabam and 
Darid according to the fleſh, and declared to be the Son of 
God with Power, according to the ſpirit of holineſſe by the 
Reſurre&ion from the dead, and the ſeed which che pro- 
miſe is to is Chrift, and the laſt Adam was made a-quickning 
Spirit, and the Lord is that Spirit, ſer Row 1. 3, 4. 1 Cor. 9 2 
Gal. 2, 16. 2 Cor. 3. 17. Was the Apoſtle Paul a deceivet 
ſpeaking theſe things (ſuppoſeth J. W?) which are the ſame 
things we ſpeak, though i ct us Deceivers, and is not 
this leech or ſpirit which! &, in chem char, believe ? 
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8 + "Of Cwift and bis Diuine Nature, 
Mary is the Son ff God by eternal Generation, fc. Why the 
hath he judged any te be deceivers for contefjng that ſp" 
rit (or feed) tobe Chriftz and we confeſſe ſeſus Chriſt to 
be come in the fleſh, is it then improper to ſay che ſeed which - 
is Chriſt came in the fleſh, and was in chat perſon that 'was 
boru of che Virgin Mary, ſeeing that as he was ſo manifeſt 
in the fleſh he was the true Chriſt, without any of 7. NW. 
his blind diſtinctions, who after he bath granted thatrhe  ÞF 
ſpirit of holineſſe in that perſon is the Son of God by eter- 
nal Generation, he ſaith, that th: hu nane nature alſo of bat 
perſon is the Son of God by temporal Generation, aud yet there.are 
not two Chriſts but one, &c. Did you ever hear ſuch Doctrines 
as theſe, which are all one as if he had ſaid that che Spirit 
of Holineſſe and humane nature are both one, or that Di- 
vine and humane ate both one, whenss they are two diſtin 
things, chat which ie humane is of the earth, as the firſt 
man was, as Humane is of Homo, which comes of Hum che 
ground, of which man was made, (as -, i. e. Humans, ⁶ 
2.9 $6, Terra, aut Humus,) but that which is Divine is from 
above, as Chriſt is, whois Lord from Heaven; Now though 
this Chrift in time took part of that which the Children 
had, vis. fleſh and bloud, Heb. a. 1% yet we never read thus. 
Humane nature is Chriſt, nor that. the fleſh and bloud is 
Chriſt by temporal generation; ſor to aſſert that is all one 
as to ſay that Chriſt (whois Lord from Heaven) took upon 
him Chriſt in time, (but Chriſt in the fleſh. we read of and 
own) neither do we read in the Scripture chat the ſoul ß 
Chrift is a humane ſou), for is not his Soul divine and im - 
mortal? What, is humane and immortal both one? Or 
— he two Souls in one body or perſen of fuch differ- 
kinds? And if the humane nature, be Chriſt, and all 
mankind he of the ſame -ſubſtarice wich Chriſt according te 
that nature, as-F. F. ſaith, page 116. Then it follawes that 
the humane or carthly nature of all mankind is Chriſt, and 
then they that would know Chriſt and be ſaved: by him, 
they muſt awn their earthly {or humane) nature to, he 
Chtt:iſt or the Son of God, and ſock to be ſaved by-itz did 
ever che es presch ſuch a Ohriſt as this they char 
cannot fee 7. V. his ignorance of Chriſt his 8 Mt. 
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and ſpirit, they are in groſſe darkneſſe. Now though we 
deny J. V his unſcripture · like ( and blind) diſtinction, 
from which it follows that either there mult. be cwo Ohriſts 
in oneperſon, or elſe that humane and divine are both one, 
which no ingenuous perſon will own; and though we den 
his vainly imagining a humane or carnalChriſt like himſelf, 
yet till we own the true Chriſt according to the Scriptures, 
F- who according to the fleſh was of the ſeed of Abrabam and 
David, and according to the Spirit is declared to be the Son 
of God with power by the Reſurrection, and that he was 
' the word which was mage fleſh and dwelt in the Diſciples, 


a 
| do .they, lefſe then ſay 1 am Chri 
nity e e fol: 


they by 
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10 Of. Cbriſt aud his Divine Nature, 1. 
ſhould not have judged us with directing people unto our 
ſelves (or with faying we are Chriſt) thereia he bath judged; 
us falſly, for that whith'is eternally to be witneſſed is Chriſt 
who ſpeaketh in us, Mat. 10. 20. 2 Cor. 2.17. & 4, 5.8 13. 3. 
who may (ſpeak in his own name, and ſuch as would ſtop 
his mouth from ſpeaking where he is manifeſt, are of Anti- 
chriſt, 

And alſo 7. V. his acchfing us with not confeſſing that, 
Teſus Chriſt it come in the fleſh, and with onely ſaying be i come 
into our fleſh, &c. Theſe are as falſe as the reſt of his flanders. 
I againft us, and therein hath he contradicted himſelf, for be- 
| fore he accuſed us for ſaying that Chriſt is che ſeed, Ipirit, 
or Light in that man which was born of Mary, what then, do 
not we confeſſe Chriſt come in the fleth, and maſt we den 
Chriſt come in our fleſh ? Then ſeeing that Chtiſt come in 
the fleſh is a general word not onely including that body 
which he took upon him inthe womb of the Virgin, but allo 
the fleſh of all his people, who are members of bis body, of bit 
feſh, and of bis bone, Eph. 5 1 agen 
And the following of the Light withia thereby to attain 
unto Righteouſneſſe, doth not at all render the death of 
Chrift in vain,” as J. W. imagines, for the Saints in walk 1 
in the Light knew the bloud of Cbriſt to Cleanſe them from all ſin, 
and purified. their ſouls e Truth through the Spirits 
T'Per. 1. 22. 1 John 7. And this' was not any ing of 
the death of Chrift in vain, but by che 
Chriſt a witneſſing the end fulfilledin them, 
ſuffered, that they might live unto him 
an hear Chris aUthinge, Din, 8.15 AG 
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 endithe Saints perakingithitref, u 


eſſe comprebends if net "Art up for thoſe chat ſpoke nict c- 
—.— to the word of hom its ſaid jt is becauſe thete, in a: 


Light in tbem, Iſa. g. ao. which J. V. alſdialle. 
ſuch ad walked in dat kneſſe, unn hom ther rg, 
85 ithe Hebrew word ſigniſies y 1y ben dee for may 
ſpeak contrary tot he word; vat ace reptbved by the Lig 
3 of Chriſt in chem , as J. V. may ſee his on guilt thereby if | 
+ he be not peſt. feeling) and yet ſuch art come hort of the 
morning; for the Light ſhineth id datkneſſe among ſuch as 
are not led by it to che morning, nor receive Inſteuſt ion from 
it. And note further, that though this 7. c Rath ſo much 
ſet himſelf agzinft rhe Light within, and does nut on it to 
be in all, yer in page 10$ nie hach confſſed That th» ald un- 
E that wereideſtreyed by the flood: of waters would unt 
be turned by the. firwings e Gad Spirit, (but \'refteſed> that \gratr 
that was ſo oſſedlimately tendbed: ne tbr, Bros Whereinitotbs 
own contuſion he is made to confeſſe-ro the Truth; for then 
if che old ungodly wotld had the Spirit of God fo ftriving 
wich them, and the Grace of God io tendted to them, hat 
ignorant men are they that deny the tent of th Grace of 
God, or the Lit ot Chriſt gow cot he world: and will not 
own it to be in the ungodly nor that they ſould look to 
or follow it iu them now What, was not the old World 8s 
wicked as the World nom is, or is the Grace 'of God or his 
| Mercy nom, leſſe then it was t che ald Wor lde 
J. ia pag ite aich of Christ, Alis be that barbaws 
Aid naturei in dne untire pam, no Alſr bath the Me in 
bim, in bimponely dwelleth. the fulneſi of the od» brad bad il, in no 
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man beſides bim d wellet ht be god bead in any meaſure, 
: N Saints were made partakers of the Di- 
| ap 5 JE alſo, andrſuch xeceverd otiche fulnefſe of God 
in grace forigrece, and Goh promiſed ro dv}? 
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Of GhHſt win b Data MWedure, 
talb it Mt ond, get in irſpect af his God- head are hot 
ont, d Nhat then, bach not che ſoul of the R ighi enus any 
of the Diviae:Nature/in itt How then hath it its ãmmocta- 
ry dds anything immortal chat hath not of hie Duvint 
Liicroraatitre in t f Audufe et che thatare My nei to 
Gao odr ſpirit? What blinde ſſe is thit N. V. ing uso 
fer he bath denyed thet nature Whith.is an Chriſt to be in 
my man eiſe, (iz. the Divine nature ) he hath in pages 
115. ang 146: actounted that the Daune Nature: is the ſpirit e 
bilinaſſe I of that they are one: ſo that in his .denying 
the Divine Natuce to be in any except Chriſt, he hath dei 
nyed the ſpirit of holimeſſe to be in the believers, from 
which it followes that nont of the believers are Chriſts, and 
that Chriſt bath nv flock, for dee ibat bath mt the Spirit of 
Cbriſt in ache of bi, fo all chat rends this may ſee bow: dis 
Bupeiſt hat h gone bout tout Ghriſt his. Nutitre and Light 
or Spirit out ef all people, ¶ not onely anbelie vers But 
Saints) and how his Doctrine tends to keep all people in 
darkneſſe from Chriſt his Narr . and TER and 
To this Beptift in telling of two diſtinꝭ nut ures: in the perſon 
af Ohriſt, (v. che ſpirit of prom or Divine Nat ey 
end the humane nature) and calling each of theſe natures 
the Son of God (though he owhh them tobe two diſtint tits 
tures) as in pages 24. K 110. & 111-6 £13, what he hath fad 
herein is alkdne as if he had ſaid that thereare tw] o Chris 
in ont perſun, when as Chit is but one, and is it he fame 
vet erday to duy ani faꝶ ever, glotyfied with the Fur bey in rb fm 
glory bit h be bud beſorr the wotld began, and this Chtiſt is in 
the Saints, and the fame ſpirit of holineſſe which raſled up 
«ſus from the dead dwelleth in them, ſo that the Divine 
ute is not excluded. but of them, as this Bapriſt huttf 
vhen implyed; and/nowhent dome Trad in Script irt th 
that nature of Chriſt which hath been free from um ber 
and cold ever ſinoe his Reſuirection; is à humate (or earth; 
ly) nature according to thi niaftsnords, why — 
(ef both-ignorant:of Obriſt and /Ris nur e -( De] 
o with tie Father q which vf an ura dr Hp = 
tuel being, or kinds” 111i er n ede m grit 3 oF 
Joſep Wright fairh, p. 26. Thur vbe flaſhy ſoft and ſpit A 
mer and te iy fac nl rn ſpate nf Gli * 
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a quickening Spirit whichis divine; bus there is a nature in 

bin that is Humane, ſo the Nature of the quickening ſpirit 

is of che earth (according, to thy words) as the firlt Ad 
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CHAP. III. 


Conterning the ReſurieFion , ang J. W. bis fi ity reaſoning cot 
van conceits about it. 


A1 48 concerning the Reſurrection bom, the dead, we 
do not ſay that the Reſurrection is paſt with ugs, a, 7. 
V. in page 63. dot h falſly accuſe us, for we are in him who. 
is the Reſurrectiau & the Life, and by whom comes che Re. 
ſurretction from the ee 11. 25. Cor. 5. 2 l. and we are a · 
gainſt thoſe that in ſaying the Reſunreftion'is paſt, haye gone 
about to.deftroy(pr do pverthrom the Faith f ſoma, 2 Tim. 
2.18. fer Through Faith many are in che way ta attain ta the 
Reſurrection ofthe juſt; and ſo according co the Scriptures 
we.doownaReſurceftion both of che jaſt aud unjuſt, and that: 
ſome ſhall come forth to theReſurred ian of Life, och they chat 
abide in the F aith. unit il death hall attain to ang gchers g 
the Reſurreftios of Condenguation. which is their 4 ho 
lieye not in Chriſt, who, is the..Reſorrefian endutbe Life 
wherein the teous ſhall ſhine.as, the Stars far;ever and euer, but. 
the wicked ſpall riſe to ſhame and contempt, Dan. 12.3, 3. Anil: 
why 898 5. *. ee eee 7 thy is 
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Vis ty Fehſoning and va in uud i} abut i. . 85 
known in ſuffering in death and in corruption, though 
{elf ic be are for it could not he laid it 
quickened, unleſs eſter it be ſomn it dye ; andinreſpettof 
it being lou ij in weakpels and dying, (as to them in hq 
it is (own, who. are not redeemed into the ſtate of the fon 
cond Adam) its {aid to be ſown a Natural Body, as alſo 
there is a Natural Seed, or Seed of Abrabam according to 
the fleſh, chat this Seed of God takes hold on or takes upon 
it; but in reſpect of its being taiſed in Power and Glory, it 
is Spiritual and Immortal, as being beyond — 


which it is ſoun in weaknels, which tes none comes 
to know, but as they come into death with the Seed, and 
be raiſed up by the Spirit chat raiſed up Jeſus from the 
_ deadz_ which ſpirit where ic dwells doth quicken the mor- 
tal bodies, and doth bring into the likeneſs of Ghrifts Glo- 
rious Body, and as many as are dead with Chriſt ſhall live 
and appear with him in Glory, and witneſs the Body of 
their low neſs made like unto his Glorious Body, Mhoſe che 
are, and ſuch wWhO come to the Reſurrection of the 
toſee the mortal Body which was dead becauſe af ſi quich 


witne(s that 


as the Seed comes tolivennd reigy, which cannot be holden 
of death nor kept in the Grave, but is the deſtruction ot 
the Grave 3] and this the Prophet witneſſed x hem he, was de- 
livered from the power ofithe Grave, and, bis ſonl bro 
out of the Pit, by the ſides whereof che Graves were toc 


And hy ſaith J. V. in 2 ag that arilmng which - 
Chriſt chrough che Faith of che Operagzan-of is got 
the Reſurrection from che dead nor the fare of hom 


ec 
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ich che Faithful unte death. thail obtain? Kd. hes: tio 
. they chat riſe with Chriſt ciſe from the dead ? And was 
not that the Reſuttection from the dead that Saint asl He- 

fired to vttain to? Phil, 3. 11. - 
And do not they that rale wich 
the Saints that had been dead in 
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38 * . Concerning the ReſarreBlion, fen. v. 
knew what it was to die With him, or to be baptized ingo 


his death, forthe dead in Cbriſt ſpall riſe firjt z and is not that 
a ſtate of perfection, where there is a Neſurrection in Chriſt, 


from lin and the death which came iij by it? For is it not 


' fin that cauſed the imperfection? And that elle Reſurrekton 
from the dead, is & Yailing of man front che dead in every 


part wherein he is dead by reaſon of fin, and to live in e- 
very part wherein he lived before he finned, (to wit) to be 
alive in Spirit, Soul and Body, as in page 66. Who denies : 
that? For becauſe of lin, death hath come over man in every 
part, both over ſpirit, foul and body; ſo that where man is 
raiſed out of fin by Chriſt, who is che Reſurre&ion and the 
Life, his Spirit is quickened that it can rejoyce in God, and 


his ſoul is raiſed up out of death, that it can magnific him 


- who is the Saviour; and if Chriſt be in you, the Body i dead be- 
cauſe of ſin, and the ſame ſpirit that raiſed up Jeſus from the dead 
ſhall quickgn the mortal Body, and the Creature it ſelf thereb 


comes to be delivered into the Glorious liberty of the Sous of God; 


ſo that the Reſurrection of the whole man {and of every man 
in bis own order, 1 Cor. 15 23.) over whom death and the 
Grave had dominion we own, and do not take à part of it 
for the whole, asfalfly J. V accalech us; But whereas'F. 
V. imagineth that the Redemption of the Body ſpoken of 
in Rom. 8. Which che Saints groaned travelled and waired , 
for is not to be enjoyed till che Natural and viſible bodies 
of men ſhall be raiſed out of the Graves, as in page 63. 
and 53. and 55. This is like the reſt of his vain” Idiagmetions 
and fooliſh dreams about the Reſurrection and other: hing“, 
For this would ſuppoſe- that that Redemption of the Bo 


from the bondage of Corruption uhich Saint Pail und other - ⁵ 


Saints ſo many hundred years agoe did travel, and wair 
and hope for in their ſuffering fate] is N b 
which would render theirF aich, Hope and Travel ireffe Ad- 
al ; and what then was that bondage of corruption, and that 


fulf-ring under which the body ſuffered; and from which ;- 


they wiiced for redemption, is it ſome bondage or ſufferi 
— deceaſed be were wht Joys 


— the Saints ſo J Deer heat. 
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his filly reaſoning and vain conceits about it. 19 
travelled for, as this J. VV. ignorantly ſeems to imply, 
Which bis reaſon is like his ſaying, that God is declared to 
be the God of Abraham, Iſaac and Jacob, becauſe their bodies 
which are dead ſhall live again, when as he was their God, be- 
cauſe chey lived with him and were in him, and were in the 
boſom of the Father, whois not the God of the dead but of 
the living; And as for that of Fob 9. 25, 26, 27. Which he 
mentions, where Fob knew his Redeemer living, and that he ſhould 
ſtand upon the Earth, and that in his fleſh be ſhould ſee Godʒ whom 
(ſaid he) I Hall ſee for my ſ:lf and mine eyes ſhall beb ld, Kc. 
After this Fob knew his hope herein fulfilled, when he ſaid 
to the Lord, Chap, 42. I hare beard of thee by the Hearing of 
the Ear, but now mine eyes ſeeth tbee. Now it is not to be ſuppol- 
ed that Job did either (:e or expect to ſee God with bodily 
or carnal eyes, for who ſo imagines, they muſt ſuppoſe God 
to be vifible like themſclves, and not a Spirit, nor an im- 
mortal invifible being, who is to be {een ſpiritually and not 
carnally, who is in chat immortality and Glory with-no 
man (as mortal) can approach to or behold with that which 
is mortal: and what filly reaſoning is it for 7 V. from that 
of Rev. 20. 4. to Query What part of man is it which is capable 
of being beheaded ; Is it not the Bady ? Therefore the bodies lived, 
c. When as that of Rev. o.. {peaketh onely of the Souls 
of them that were behead-d for the witneſs of Feſws, and 
the Word of God; ſo that his reaſon is as if he had ſaid, 
that becauſe che ſonls of them that were beheaded lived, 
therefore their Bodies when they were bebcaded lived, hen 
as the ſouls and that which was beheaded are ſpoken. of as 
diſtinct things (via.) the Squls of them that were beheaded; 
ſo that where theScripture mentions the ſouls, as ineluding 
the whole man or men, 28 Gen. 36. 27. which J. V. cites, 
this will not prove his abſurdity ; and the like reaſon ſor his 
dream about the bodies hath he in page 70. from Luke 16. 
of the rich mans being tormented, which torment (he ſaich) 
is to be ynderſtood to be u on tbe body of the rich man, from bis deſire 

thar Lazarus might be ſent to ap bis finger in ater, td coal ac 
tongue, a pars of bis Body, Kc. Wherein I. V ſhe eth himſelf 
both ignorant of Parables and myſteries, wherein he hath 
implyed, as if the rich mans hodp was then in hell when he 
F Was 


20 Concerming the Reſurretiion, and J. W. 
was focormented j when ws Chriſtis th, The rich man dy:4 
and was buried, aud ſpeaks that of Lazarys & the rich man, as 
in the time paſt; & then where was that Hell out of which ht 
that was in it could fee Lazarus in Airabami boſom, betwint 
Abrabam and which Hell there was a great gulf fixed ? And 
what was it in the rich man then that let him ſee Abraham 
and L:zaru a far off ? Did he ſee them when he was in Hell 
with bodily eyes, yeaornay ? And as for I V. his Compa- 
riſon, age 55. of the Wheat axiſing out of that very Seed, 
and that very Kernel which was ſown,, even ſo (faith he) 
ſhall it be in the Reſurrectius from the Dead, the Natural and Vi- 
fible bodies of thaſe that believe i / Chriſt, « {though they ſhall not be 
* raiſed as they are ſown, yet they ſpall be 2 ont of th Grave, 
&c. This is contrary to Tob. 7. 9. and 1 Cor. 15. 37. and this 
his Comparifon doth not paralel his matter intended and 
aflerred, unleſs he can prove t hat the Bodies of all char are 
deceaſed or die, are fo reſerved, and their ſubſtance re- 


main im the Earth or Sea where they die, as the Wheat that 


is fown which brings forth its own Body, which abſurdiry 
no rational man will believe, though herein he hath contra- 
died himſelf, for che ſame grain of Mheat that is ſown, is 
not that Body or Ear that grows forth; and ſaid the Apoſtle, 
1 Cor. 5). 37. Thou ſoweſt net that Body t bat ſhall be, though eve- 
Seed ſhall ha ve its own Body, which whoknowsthe my- 
3 the differing Seeds, they come to know the Body of 
„ which are of the Nature of thoſe Seeds they beſo 

toʒ and there is alſo a Natural Bedy and a Spiritual Body which 

are diſtinct things, as there is a firſt man and a ſecond man 
which differ; and ſo there are Terreſtial Bodies, and Bodies 
Ceæleſtial which are diſcerned , and the ſtate of each diſtin- 
guiſhed, where that Body which is Spiritual, which differs 
- From that which was Natural is diſcerned and ſeen;; and this 
is hid from all blind and empty Profeſſors, who are in their 
Dreams and Imaginations, imagining that rhey ſhall ſee 
God with their Curnal or Viſible Eyes, and by ſuch inagima- 
Sons have in the long night of Apoſtacy blinded the fimple, 
und begot them into a blind Faichand Hope, which ſtands 
not in the Power of God, nor the Seed which is Chrift which 
a riſento deſtroy, and to root out the evil Seed has 
Wo res : een 


nt repent, with exhortations ts depart from ) 
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bis filly reafoning and vatn contits about n. 21 
been ſown in the night by the envious one, whoſe work 
are in that 2. good; and where proves 7. V by 
pture that man that was made of the duft of che Earth, had 
not in his Body dyed or returned to duſt, had he not tranſ- 
grefſed, as in page 61. ? Muſt not all things return to their 
Center? For ſhall not the Bodies of the Juſt return to duſt, 
who are redeemed from Tranſgreſſion and waſhed from fin 
by the Blood of Chriſt? What was that death that 4m 
dyed in the day he eat of the forbidden fruit, ſeeing that his 
Body lived hundreds of years after that ? | 


CHAP. IV. 


Concerniug what we appeal to in nen; and the Subject of our Ex. 
bortations : And IW. bis groſs Lyes and Slanders againſt ut 
about theſe things. | 


V 7 Hereas F. V. hach accuſed us of Feerfil Bla „be 
ſpeaking to the Light in the n ſp bemy, 


e Or 2 the 
Seed of Godin men; Which (Faith he) ſwppoſeth; that that 
which they call Chriſt hath done Iniquity, elſe why dothey ſay Re- 
fin, &c. So that ich, 


A 


ſpeak to that of God in the Conſcience which ſha'l etery 
ſo that tbey Teach God, reproveGod, counſel God, O5 | 
phemy, chus far J. V. page l. Kc. — 4 
Anſwer, What abominable falſhoods & groſs miſtakes are 
theſe againſt us; for ag we are manifeſt in mens conſciences 
in che tight of God, fo we appeal or ſpeak to his Light" in 
them as ont wirnelte 8 ohh bratech, Tale | ha 
we lay, and do not make chat Light che ſubjec of gu e hot. 
tatioũis or reptoofs, but the Creature that is to b turned to 
"at 
2 


Chriſt and his light within, neither is the Light ever 
able or gailry of any evil, but chat which ceo 


- againſt 


22 | Concerning what we appeal to in men, and 


againſt us, as not Preaching to the Creature man, when 
we appeal to the Witneſs of God in men, is exceeding falſe 


and fooliſh; For cannot men appeal to any thing as a wit- 


neſs for Truth and true Judgement, but they muſt make it 

the Subject which they reprove or appeal againſt? What grols 
ignorance is this 7. V. is iu And is not the Truth where ever 
it is Preached manifeſt to that of God in mens Conſcien- 
ces, and in our ſpeaking or appealing to the /ight of Chriſt in 
mens Conlciences, we do not ſuppoſe that Chriſt is ſaved by 
our Preaching, nor that he is in a fallen condition, as im- 
pudently this Baptiſt hath accuſed us in page 99. 

And whereas he ſeems ſo much to be offended, that any 
Doctrine or Miniſtry ſhould be directed to the Seed of God 
iu man, or that Salvation ſhould be tendred to that, he hach 
manifeſted himſelf wholly ignorant of the Seed of God in 
that ſtate as a Seed; For do not the Promiſes of God belong 
to the Seed, and when the Spirit of Promiſe moves any true 
Witneſſe to declare them, are they not to be directed to the 
Seed which they belong to? ſhould the Prophets mouths 
have been ſtopt when they. Pcophelied to the Sced? And 
Chriſt as he hath Power to lay down, his Life which no man 
takech from him, ſo he hath Power tc take it again, Foby 
10. 17, 18. and to raiſe up his own Life or Seed in his People; 
Did not his own Arm or Power bring Salvation to him ? Iſ:.63. 
s, And where he is manifeſted in that Power in his Saints, 
may he not ſpeak thorow them to his own in. others where 
manifeſt in a leſs meaſure ? And did not Saint Paul travel til! 
Chriſt was formed in the Galathians ? Gal. 4. 19. And what 

- ignorance is it in J. V. to deny (in page 106.) thet Chr,(t 
Preached to the Spirits when they were in Priſon ? Seeing that 
when be was quickened by the Spirit, he Preached to the 
Spirits in Priſon, 1 Pet. 3. 19. As alſo he was promiſed to open 
the Priſon Doors, and bring forth the Priſoners out of the Priſon- 
houſe, and he it is that faith ro the Priſoners, ſbem your 
elves, | | 

/ And J. F. in p. tai. hath further charged abſolute fallhoods 

upon Us, in ſay ing as that the creature man is not the ſubjed of 
our bleſſings, but a ſuppoſed ſeed, and that the ſubject of our curſe 

Che ſaith.) ij not the creature man conſiſting of ſpirit, ſoul aud ba- 
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both prayer, laying on of hands, and other o 


the Subje# of dur Exhortations, 23 
dy, but a contrary ſeed, likely the Devi/,8ic; Theſe are as wicked 
and falſe as his accu us, that when we exhort to per- 
fe&ion we never incend that the creature man with all the 
helps he can lay hold on, either is, can, or ought to be per- 
fect, as in pages 135, 146, 149. when as on the-contrary, we 


afirm that the creature man as he comes into the feed of 
* God, which the bleſſing is originally to, which is perfect, 


and to be in the nature and life of it, therein he -partakes 


of the bleſſings which are in that ſeed and grows unto a 


perfect man as the Saints did; and on the contrary, as men 


or Creatures are joyned to the evil ſeed, and ſeryants to 
the Devil; ſo they become ſubjects With 'the Devil of the 
curſe and anger of God which they tres ſure up to them- 
ſelves, and this is no emboldning man on in his fin; nor 
advantagious to Satan, (as heſaith ) p. 141. Aud ue neither 
exhort God nor Chriſt to perfection, non make them tlie, 
ſubjetts of our exhortation, as J. N. inieffect bath aceuſed 


us; who but an impudent malicious man would have char- 
ged ſuch wicked lyes, abſurditjes and blaſphemies upon 


rit ? Sad is that peoples ſtate that have appoint 
Fright for a defence unto them, ar their way, as he accbunts 
himſelf, and poorly are they defended by him. tagt 


us as he hath done? Are theſe the fruits of tie we ſpi⸗ 
e Joſ 
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Nd whereas in pages 3342, und sg. thou y haſt 
A accuſed ſuch as do r det wih, JH deny 
ing Baptiſm in water, prayer, and laying on of 'bands, and with 
bus and ceſpifing t Gage of tbe new PE 
vith-c rauer and laying on. of bands carnal, K.. 

Te chin 10 cle 5 | Bc 15 0 
dently belyedd us in theſe n in omny other things 
rdinances, as. 

they 


ſlandered and imp 8 
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24 : Conceranng VV cer Beptifur. 
tlley are performed in the ' Power of G by the Texdings of 
his Spirit we own 3 bur where ſuch thingy are done out of 
the Power or leadings of that Spirit in mens wills, they are 
but formal, dead and empty, and as ſueh to be denyedzand 
the oge Baptiſm, ER. . 5. which the out ward was but as & 
figure of we wirneſſe; And further note how thou kaſt con- 
tradicted thy ſelf in pages 169. and 160. thou haft accuſed 
us for lay ing on of hands, and for praying once in thirteen 
dayes at leaft, wich ſuch as are inclinable to our Principles, 
hom then do we reproach and defpife prayer and lay ig on 
of hands, as in general ter ms chou haſt accuſed ns? how 


art thou cofifounded(in_thy malicious accuſacions, 'whith 
confufion is a fruit of thy envy 7 for where envy is there's 


confuſion; and whereas thou art pleading for the Baptiſm 


of Believers in water, as. an ordinance of great aut horny, St 
as being appointed to ſigniſir ibo buria l and Reſurrdim of Chriſt, 
and the 2 


ſiſteth nat in tie bare putting aa the filib of the fleſh as tb 
Fewiſh Baptiſms did, Heb. g. 9, and that the eſſed of it is greater 
then the effett. of thoſe legal waſnings, and thy proof is, 1 Pet. 
21, 28. f l "ks "A | ny K 
. In thy Epiſſle to che Churches edu ctmſelleſt 
them not to diſcourſe. this Spirit about the Authority of 
Ordinances, (meaning the ſpirit of ſuch as — up the 
Light within and in thy other Epiſtle to them that ſo preach, 
- thou pretendeſt as if thou would not be diſputing about 
Ordinances when the diffẽ rect ia about the ſubſtance, yet 
now in contradiction to thy former counſel and pretence, 
thou hafidiſputed about the authority of Water Baytiſm, 
which thou applaudeft as thy great Ordinance; at if 'thtre 
were more efficacy in it then the bare putting away the 
ku ofche deln how! att chau difcovered thy ipinglp 
8 


and confulion: of: BN, one white co corunke rs, 


to contend for chem as thou'la& done; chough 


to little effe& or purpoſe, t ae n f 


folly: herein: art! andichax'dÞ'1 Fe. . Kl. 
— abſolutely penvertedꝭ it, | foriieidbesnot 2 


your Beptiſe in Mater ta ve mor in it tien ce Je 


bf true balievert in hi denib an that it tons!  , 
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about Qrdimances, und then 
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waſhings or baptizings, Heb. g. g. for chere is ment ion of the 
Baptiſm that ſaveth, which is not the putting away of the 
filth of the fleſh, but the anſwer of a grad. Conſcience, whic 

the outward water or waſhing is mentioned as a figure 0 

for there is a plain diſtinct ion bet wixt the inward Bapriſmn 
that ſavet b, and the outward walhing-or putting away the 
filth of the fleſh; and the true believers in Chrilt are come 
ſurther then that which is but the ſign or figure, or doch 
but fignifie Ch riſts burial, Reſurrection, or their fellow ſhi 

in his death, for they are come to be beptized into his death, 
and tobe raiſed in his 'ife by that Spirit which hath baptized 
them, which is t he ſubſtance wherein the ſignes and ſhadows 
are ended, which Chriſt through his death and ſuffering 
made way for mens Redemption out of, and aboliſhed the 
Law of Commandements by which theſe autwargd ſhadows 
and figures which related to that ſtate that was under the 
Law were upheld, where the poſſeſſion of the holy Seed 
which is the ſubſtance, was not attained to, and the uſe of 
ſuch outward Baptiſms or ſhadows (by any of the Apoſtles 
for a time) does not prove them of force by a Law, ſince 
Chrift fulfilled them and aboliſhed the Law of * Efbe. 
15. Col. 2. 14. a. and through ſaffering made way fora fur- 
ther, more glorious and living dilpenſation then that 
wherein the figns, ſhadoms or figures were upheld by a Law. 
And where proves F. V. that outward Baptiſm in Water 
does fignifie or rẽſemble Chr iſts death, burial, or Reſur- 
re&ion, as he hath implyed? Werhope he will not ſay. that 


' Believers dye in outward Baptiſm and are buried three daies 


in the Water, as Chriſt was in the Earth ; ſo that Water 

iſm when it was practiced by a command fram heaven 
as did, it hed rather a reſemblance or ſigniſication of 
the ſtate of Believers and their wward maſbing, of che 
flate of Chrift in his ſufferings and Reſurrection. And 
where 7. #as « proof for his Water Baptiſm, brings Ram. 
6. „. Cal. 2.92. We are buried with him by Baptiſm. into death, 


Ac. in this he hath contradicted himſelf; far before chis 


um in Water was but to ſigniſe the Burial and Reſur- 

ion of Chriſt, and che fellowſhip of che Saints in his 

death, and therefore it could not he chat Baꝑtiſm by e 
| | * 
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2%, U aeg War Bajtiſm.  —-  "o 
they were buried with Chriſt into death; ſo all may ſee FÞ 
what Idolatry he is in about Water, and how be is mudled 


in his confuſion, though he (without juſt cauſe) is offended 
that we ſhould count their Baptiſm a carnal empty ſhadow 
or low thing that God is gone out of, though ir be both 
true and apparent enough, fince they make ſuch an Idol of 


it, and praiſe it without either immediate command from ⁶ſ 


Heaven, or motion of Gods Spirit for it, but onely do it 


by tradition and imitation from the uſe of it in the time 


of the Churches Infancy, when peoples minds were not 
redeemed out of ſueh things. And as for Chriſts ſending 
the blind man to waſh his eyes in the pool of Siloam, who 
when he had waſhed came ſeeing, Jobn 9. 6, 7 This is no 
proof for your plunging or baptizing People in water; 
though F. V. thou haft brought it for thy proof, ſo that 
thou haſt but herein difcovered thy idolatrous Spirit; and 
for all thy Baptiſm in Water thou art yet blind, th eyes 
are not opened, though thou haſt had more of thy body out> 
wardly waſhed chen thy eyes. 

And further in p. 39. and 4o. Foſeph VVright ſaith, That 
' Baptiſm in VV ater in the Name of 4 Chriſt is unto the Re- 
pentant Believer, the way of Sal vation, becauſe Cbriſt bath walked 
therein to make it ſo, &c. and that as the ſinuer comes to be waſhed 
in his body with pure water, ſo be comes io be ſprink{cd in bis beart 
or ſpirit with the blond of Chriſt from an evilTonſcience, and to 
prove it he cites Heb. 10. 22. a f | 

Anſw.. Here it may be ſeen how this Baptiſt goes on in his 
Idolatry, and what a great Idol he hath made of Water 
Baptiſm, to account it the way of Salvation, and ſo he hath 
ſet up another way for Salvation then the true Miniſters did, 


for Chriſt is the way of Life and Salvation, and the Rock "i; 
from whence comes the water of Life,” which ſprinkles che 


heart from an evil Conſcience, and this is not a carnal ur 
viſible Element of the world; ſo that this Baptst in prea- 


ching up water Baptiſm to be che way to Salvation, he would 
limit Chriſt and his ſalvation, as if none were in- the 

way of ſalvation, but a company of Baptijts or ſuch as 
are plunged by them in outward Water; and ſo if | 
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that water · Baptiſme be the way of Salvation, then it is 


» 
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Concerning Water Baptiſm and other things. 27 
Ohriſt, (but this is another Chriſt then the true Apoſtles 
reached, ſo that this Doctrine herein muſt needs be Anti- 
chriſtian) from which aſſo it follows that thoſe that would 
know the way of ſalvation and come to Chriſt, they muſt 
po to the Baptiſts for Chriſt and Salvation, which if their 
. Water-Baptiſm be it, then they can make Chriſt, and make 
a way of Salvation, and then inſuch places where there is 
not outward water enough to be found to plunge people. in 
over head and ears, there they muſt want ſal vation if then 
Water-Baptiſor be it; and if the finner comes but to be 
ſprinkled from an evil conſcience, when his body is waſhed 
in outward water, and that be the way of cleanſing a heart 
7 4 from an evil conſcience, then it ſeems that all mens con- 
(ſciences are evil but the Bajriſts; And thus he hath diſes- 
| vered his abſurdity and groſſe Idolatry, as one that never 
knew the way of Salvation, nor that living water Which 
: cleanſeth the heart from an evil conſcience,nor that one Bap - 
1 - tiſm of che ſpirit which the Saints preached, by which they 
were all baptized intooxe body, which is the ſubſtance,where- 
in the ant itype, and endof thadows, and figures, and how far 
they reached, is ſeen and manifeſted; and J. V. thy doctrine 
+ of Idolatrytends more to ſtrengthen the Papiſts int their way 
for the Popiſh maſſe then theirs who preach up the Lg“. 
within, though thou haft charged luck Preacher of the \'1 
Light with denying the bread which is eaten in. that, yen call the 
Lords Supper to be made of Corn, or the Wine that i drunkto be ile 
fruit of the Vine, as in Pag. 48. but him whom'thou haſt ſo #t- 
cuſed, thou” haſt not diſcovered by name, nor where he 
ſpoke it, for there is none that truely owns and Preaches the 
lht within, that will fay that outward bread which is eaten 
ia that called the Lords Supper is not made of Corn, or deny 
che out ward Wine that is drunł to be the fruit orene Fw 
Zut this we know; that the Lords Supper is a myfterie e 
you who live in deceit and iniquity, (who are doat ing about | 
7. outward ſhadows, avbread, and wine, and water, } never £4 
ename to eat or drink at, but only th . come to thbe „ 
| Lows of Godrhiverakes pwey' fin; and to che arrisg wn 5 
ker ofthe Lamb ho ſaith, — 22 T ftind a the dot ud N Y 3 
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28 Concerning Water Baptiſm and otber things, 
man hear my voice andopen io me, I will ſup with bim und be 
22 me, and $4 at this ſupper that bread — that fruit of 
the Vine is received in the Faradice of God, which is not out · 
ward, changable, nor carnall; and to this Supper, Drunkards, 
Malitious perſons and Liars cannot come; and wherein 
47- thou judgeſ fuch as preach the Lightwichin, for their res 
ward to havethe miſt of darkneſſe * for ever; In this thou 
haſt but diſcovered thy ſelt to be in the gall of bitterneſſe, 
and in the enmity of him who is the Father of Lyes, whoſe 
work thou art in, againſt the Light and the Children of itz 
and that will be thy own reward which thou haſt judged 
others with, unleſs thou repenteſt; more of thy folly and 
confufion about theſe carnal Rings which thou art doting 
about might be mentioned, which at preſent ate omitted: 
but thou haſt diſcovered thy ſelf ſufficiencly already, as one 


thy heart from an evil conſcience, for all thy Baptiſm in 
water, which thou haſt accounted the way of Salvation and 
cleanſing, though others of you Baptiſts have openly ſaid, 
(as ſome. did at a Diſpute in Southwark) there is no ſtteſſe 
for Salvation upon Water Baptiſm, nor is it of neceſſuy for 
Salvation; and thus you confound your ſelves, and « 
confufion and idolatry as much appears touching pr 


oſed us. | 
f And let all that read this further mark thy conſuſion and 
ſee thy deceit in thy ſo e judging us for tbr miſt \ of 
darkneſſe for ever, and giving ſuch a final ſentence of con- 
demnation upon us as if there were no hope of Salvation or 
remedy for us, when as in thy Epiſtle to us thou haſt told 
us, bon ſhalt ouely receive. a, ſober Antagoniſt, or elſe (expect; out 
renoumcing our. errour, repenting, believing, aud obeying the Goſpel. 
; Now if either of theſe (viz. either a ſober Antagoniſt, or re- 
penting, believing, and obeying: the Goſpel ) be to be ex- 
peed amang us, then there remains ſome hope of Salva- 


unjuſt Jud e thou art, and how thou art ſpoiled 


— * , | 

K by 8 * 
3 * 2 ns 

4 „ | i 


fa. 


things thou haſt bufied thy ſelf about, as any that ever op- 


8 tion for us, and that qe are not given up fer deſtrudtion,) on | 
Ee for the miſt of Din ex; anebon hah edend we wich ond 1 
Z any reſtriction (or exception) and thus all may ſee hat an 


that never knew the way of Salvation, not the cleanſing f 
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. with Earthquakes, and rending MS putting the poor creature 
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Concerning Wer Raptiſm and other things. 439. - 
wicked ends and deligns, and what an irrational man thou 
art ſo abfolucely to judge them for the miſt of darknefſe for 
ever, whom thou haſt expected to believe and obey the Go- 
ſpel (if not a ſober Auiagoniſt ] or at leaſt wile thou haſt pre- 
rended ies truly its high time for thee to repent, for thou 
art far from the Life of che Goſpel, or its faith and obe- 
dience, who notwithſtanding haſt accounted us more proud 
then others for judging. ar reproving, yet in ſuch-a high 
degree haſt ſet thy {elf to be a Judge, as ro judge ſuch as 
preach the Light within, for chemiſt of dack le for ever, 
though chou haft pretended to have an exptct ation of Re- 

ntance, Faith, and Obedience from ſuch as thou haſt ſo 
Judged. And you Beptifts were wont to exclaim againſt: 
others: for judging, though now_you can ſo peremptorily 


judge ſuoh to be rewarded with the miſt of darkneſſe for euer, 


who do both preach and own the Light of Chrift within, 
which they that follow ſhall not abide in darknefſe but (hall 
receive the Loghtof Life. The Lord open your eyes, who have 
been deceived and milled. by ſueb. blind guides and deſen - 
dors as J. V. is, chat you may eſcape out of their ſnarte, 
and come out of the da e 4nd confuſion wherein they 
have led you, that you-may know the Light of the Truth 
to open your underſtandings, and to guide your feet into 


the way of Truch, and the path of the juſt, which is the 


ſhining Light that ſhineth more aud more untill the perſect dey, 
in them that believe and obey the Light of the Lord and 
his Truth iu them; | 


* 
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HAP. vi 
| Concerning Quaking and Trembling. 


He next particular obſeryable is about Quaking and 
1 Trembling, and about this 7. V. makes's great ſtir, 
with ſeveral Vain ſtories, And in p. 15% He faith, It ir a 
woful viſi tation, fur it doth not come with a ſtill ſoft-vajce, but 


* * Ys 
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39 Cincerning Quaking and Trembling, 
into a woful condition; for ob what quakings and ſhakinrs, trem« 
blings and fearings, what pulling and dragging is at that time, 
as if the very heart muſt be pulled out, and all the bowels torn in 
Pieces, and one limb rent from another, and when the unclean ſpi« 
rit bath pronounced ſuch woes terrours and judgements as long as 
be thinks fit, whith by them is called Hell, then the jard Spire 
ſpeaks peace to them, &c. And alſo ſayeſt thit this Spirit ſpeaks 
with a vocal voice in the bottom of the bellies of them that a · e 


P*fefſed therewith, bur rying the creature up and down with motions 


revelations and commands, &c. 


Auſw. To all which we anſwer, 5 W. hath here ſnhnewed 


not onely ignorance of the woi ks of the Lord and his waies, 
but hatred and malice againſt them, and hath uttered ma» 
ny reviling words againſt that which he knows not, and if 
he had lived in the dayes of old when the Servams of the 


Lord quaked and trembled, and roared out becauſe of the 


_ terrour of the Lord that was upon them, what would he 
have ſaid, ſurely. no leſſe of them then he hath done of us 


at this 6 7 and wculd have called it an unclean ſpirit, 
u 


and a woful viſitation and condition; and therefore we ſhall 
firſt prove out of the Scriptures that there was ſuch a thing 
as trembling and quaking and roaring out even as men di- 
ſtracted among the Servants of the Lord in generations paſt, 
and then ſhall vindieate ſuch a thing in theſe our dayes up- 
on 'this reaſon; That God and his works and diſcoveries 
are the ſame in this age according to the manifeftation of. 
his power amougſt his People as ever they were ; Se dreads. 
ul was the appearance of God that Moſes ſam, that be ſaid I ex- 
ceedingly fear and quake, Heb. 12. 21. and David roared out ty 
reaſon of the diſquietneſſe of bis heart, and his "heart panted, an d 
bis firength failed, and there'was no. ſoundneſſe in #15 fleſh, nor 
any reſt in lis bones, Pſal. 38. and bis fleſh trembled becauſe of the 
Fudgements of God, Plal. 119. 120. And its ſaid, while I ſuffer the 
terrours of the Lord I am as @ diftrafied man, Plal. 88. 1%. 4 
Ezra ſaid, I reat my garment aud my mantle, and pluckt off: the 
bir of my bead, and of my bard, and ſat down aſtoniſhed, and 


there mire 1 (ſembled unto me every one that trembled at the u ords 


of the God of Iſrnel, Iſa. 9. 3, 4. 4ud:Jeremy. alſo ſaid that be 


tr:mbled, and his bones did ſhnę, end he was like a drunken "Jer. | 


r 
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| ſuch an operation, as quakinig; and trembling, 


praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſſe according to his promiſes; 


9 


Jer. 22.9. And the Prophet Hibakkitt fold, my Belly trawbled; 
my lips quivered at the voice, tottemneſſe em ered ny bones, ani I 
trembled in my, ſelf, chap. 3. 16. and St. Prul wir among the 
Corintbs in much "trembling; and exbortbd' the dr tu wk ont 
their Salugtion er., trembling, 7 ll. 2. 12. Aud thus it 
is manifeſt throughout the Scriptures of both Od and New 
Teſtament, that the Saints and Servants of God did tremble 
and were aſtoniſhed , and were as diſtracted perſons, and 
there were earthquakes among them, & rending of the racks, 
and quakings, and ſhikkings, and tremblings, and feafings, 
(as J. V. his words are) and the appearance of the Lord 
was wonderful, and wrought wonderful effects and opera- 
tions upon them, though this ſame 7. VV, ſeems ignorant 
of, like as if he had never read the Seriptures, e 1 
place elſewhere he ſpeaks highly of them yet tig man feff 
he is not in that Truth and ower of God which they de- 
clare of, but is a ſcorner and revileg and one wich the pro- 
phane wretches that believes not the Truth of the Scriptures - 
bur ſcorns at the work of God, and-ſuch as tremble am qiizke 


at bis words, whom be regard, Iſa 66. 
And ſeeing that the Seriptutes do- thus Kelche, prove 
and trouble, 
and terrour, through the manifeſtmion of the Power of 
God, we cannot but for the name of the Lords ſoke vin 
dieate the fame 1 this day, as that ume Power 
is maniifeff amongſt Propley And it is the Power of the Lord; 
not the {ſpirit of witthcreft or uncleunneſfeg as J. V Hall 
phemouſly affirms, but we know that thouſunds in theſe ou 
dayes have been 'pierced to the heart by the word of the 
Lord, and have been ſmitten in their Conſeiences, ond bern 
made to cry out, and roar, and tremble through the diſ- 
quiet neſſe of their hearts, and have been brought as low as 
Hell, even ts the ſides of the Pit, and to know their 


bones broken as David. did, and they ha ve lain diſconſolate 


for many dayes, and yet the Lord hath after this raiſed them 
up into peace, and joy and comfort, and blotted out their 
tranſgreſſions, and waſhed themaway by the bloud of Teſus 

#ad hath reſtored comfort for mourning, and the ſpirit of 


ſo; 


2 CancenningQuaking end Trembling, 

o that were not J. Wa man more ignorant sud maliei 
then a maũ of Knowledge and good Conſcience, he would 
never preſume; to haxe vented ſuch malicious and rayling 
tearms againſt us, ſor and becauſe. of the ſelf ame opera, 
tion of che Power of God amongh us, as is ſo ner demons 
ſtrated by examples throughout the Scriptures, ſo that he 
hath not onely reviled us at this day, but alſo the Saints of 
God in former ages, ſo declaring himſelf to the world, to 
be ignorant of the Scriptures and of the Power of God og 
Sal vation, and a Blalphemer againſt bqth. And his Fr 

2 


ſon to prove it an unclean Spirit that leads, them to trem 


is, becauſe ſome have ſtripped off their Cloaths, aud gone naked 


for a. ſign, cc. © 

o which we Anſwer, By the ſame reaſon he might as 
well have ſaid, that was an unclean; ſpirit that led Iſeiab the 
Prophet to put off, his ſhooes, and walk naked and bare-foog 
as a fign and wonder upon AÆgypt, when as it was the Spiri 
of God that moved him tothat work, 7ſa. 20. and Saul alſo 
when he went to Naiath, and the Spirit of God was upon 
him and prophefied, and he trip off his Cloathes and lay 
down 12 cheday, and all that night, wherefore it was 
ſaid, is Saul alſo among tbe Prophets, 1 Sam. 19. 23, 24, And 
thus F. V. may ſee the errour of his own judgement, who 
hath condemned that Spirit to be unclean, which led [/aigh 
and Saul co go naked, by bis cenſuring ſuch now as are led 
by the ſame Spirit, but againſthis reproachful. tongue we 
do vindicate ſuch a ching in it ſelf, and that the Spirit of 
the Lord is not limitted, but may lead fome at this day to 
the ſame thing, though if any do ſuch a thing in imication 
and deceit, we juſtice them not. | | 


ene vir. 


Concerning the ſufficiency «4 the Lighr, NY — wirbin 
to teach all that 4⁰ believe 


Gain the next thin Wlerveable ths we can get 
of his heap: of Confuſion is, he chath ech us £88 2 
mulation, that we neurr intended that every man ſboul# be 2 
by the Light in the though we Predch it up, aud dired every may 
to it c guide, his ons for it are, 
Firſt, Becauſe : we intend to communicate 2 Teber from with 


Secondly, Becauſe we declare to men and women, that if they 
will but wait in ſilence, they ſhall receive virtue and Life from 'us 
though they never , ſee 1 more, rn it appears (faith 25 
we intend to give 4 fpirit to ſuch a ad bere te our Do@rine. | 

Thirdly, Becauſe ben we take bold of the bands 
women, yea, when ye bave taken hold of the wriſts * fray 
baue been raken with a trembling, 8c. 

Fourthly, Becauſe we are conſtantly viſiting them that are in . 

clining to our Principles, &c. 
Fifchly 75 Becauſe we run up And dia te E e 
by ar Tintin cb 4 multitude of Books to Tench men in, dur 
we cry do reaching (faith 1 au that we lay afide 825 
Word, and ſet up ig own word, aud that Gods Holy Serigtures-we 
rejed, and our own unboly Writings we exalt, KC. 

Sir xthly, Becanſe the Ly which is in every man, doth not 

Lead 5 and our fall pers to thoſe things. we 15 &c, Page 158, 
159, 160 161 182,163. 

Anſwer, all chele we Anſwer, That we do turn people 
to the Light of the Spirit of God within them, and Preach 
the free Gift and Grace of God that he hath given tothe 
Sons of men. — tq 327 Salvation, and we acknow- 
ledge notwichiian V. bis Scorpful and Ignorant 


lings agawk us for r che /ight witbin, that Wee 
ent 


out. 
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ſent of God, and tis our Meſſage that we have received 
to Preach to all the World, and that we are ſent to turn 
from the darkneſs co the Light, as the Apoſtle Faul, 
Ads 26. 18. and this Light to; which he turned them, wag 
not a viſible Carnal Light without them, but an Iavifible 
and Spiritual Light that ſhone in their Conſciences, and to 


this Light Paul was ſent to turn them, even to the ligit that 


ſhined in their Hearts, 2 Cor. 4. 6. The light ſhined in their 
Heart, that gave them the light ef the Knowl:dee of th? Glory of 
God inthe Face of Chriſt, — the light of the new Covenant, 
is the Light of the Spirit of God that ſhines in mens Conlci- 
ences, for God hath ſaid, Ile put my Spirit within them, and 
write my Lap in tbeir Hearts, ſo that whoſoever doth Preach 
the new Covenant, muſt Preach the ligbt wi bin; but of this 
about Preaching the light within, more in another place, 
therefore here we paſs it, and ſhall examine his ſix feeble 
Reaſons, by which he would prove that we diſſemble with peo- 
ple in Prracl ing the light within, and we never mtend what we ſay, 
which is a notorious ſlander, that ſhews F. VV, hath neither 
wit nor good Conſcience; for might not he as well have 
brought, all cheſe his Reaſons againſt the Apoſtles who 
- Preached the ſame Doctrine ofthe ligbt within as e do now, 
for when Saint Febx ſaid to the Church, ye have anvint ng 
within you, and ye need not man to Teach you, far s the ſame an- 
nointing teacheth. you, 1 John 2. might not F. N. as welt have 
ſaid fo him, ob, thou doſt not mean as thou fpeakeft, but 
diſſembleſt with them, for thon ſayeſt, they have annoint- 
ing (or light) within them, and they need uo man to ceach 
them, but as that. doth teach them, and yet thou thy ſelf 
art « Teacher without them, and thou giveſt exhortat ions 
to them by Declarations and Epiſtles, aſid telleſt chem if they 
abide in the anointing that they have received, ald in 
Chriſt, chey ſhall not ſin; and though the Saints in former 
es were thus taught by the anointing within them, yer 
they did conſtantly viſit one another, and prayed one for 
another as the annoting le i them, but hadſt chou 7. , lis 
ved in cheir dayesthou mighcefthaye ſaid, Tb, ch z doſt 
plainly declare that the ancincing in the Szints will' vor da 
the bulineſs, as thou ſcorufully ſayeſt to us, buc thouCommu- 
ö USES nicate 
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and the aunointing within to teach all that do belleve. 35 
nicates an unclean ſpirit, and thou writeſt Epiſtles, an d 
ſpreads thy Doctrine by Letters or Books, and che Apoſtles 
run up and down from one Nation, Country and City to a- 
nother; and what need you do this, if the annointing wicth= 
in be ſufficient co teach them; and if it be ſuſfſicĩient, why 
does nor every particular Saint do that which ſome do? 
Why doth not every one of the Chriſtians 7 up and down 
Preaching as well as ſome few of you Apoſtles? Thus and 
after this manner might thou J. W. have reaſoned againſt 
the Apoſtles and Saints as well as again us, and doubcleſs, 
hadeft thou lived in their dayes, chou wouldeſt have ſaid no 
teſ$*by them then thou doſt by us, but this is co manifeſt 
thy own folly and weaknefſe, who cannot underſtand how 
the annointitig dwells in the Saints and teacheth them into 
all Truth; and how notwithſtanding they edifle one ano- 
ther, and inſtructs one another by words and wricings'; this 
fame thing was true amongſt the Apdfttes and Primitive 
Chriſtians. and is true alſo at this day among us, though 
thou objects againſt it, nay reviles and ſlanders the wicnels 
of the ſame at this day, and this is thy ignorance and weak 
neſs, who art not worthy to be named « defender of the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, as thy works makes to appear, | 

And as for J. W. his ſaying as if we ſhould ſay, They ſhould 
receive virtue and life from ws, and that we intend to give à ſpirit, 
and of taking bold of the wriſts of ſome, cc. And that we lay a- 
fide ( ods Word, and rejed S viptures, and exalts our own unboly 
writings, xc. Theſe are ſl mderous accuſations and malic 
ous ſuggeſtions, as if we were Witches and ſuch like; And this 
is ſpoken by him with a tendency (as doth appear) to en- 
rage the f(pirits of ungodly men againft us; We do not ſay 
they ſhall receive Life from us, but if they wait upon God 
in che Miniſtration of his Life and Spirit, they ſhall receive 
Life from him, and ſufficient inſtruction by his Grace and 
Gift within them if they never ſee us more, and they ſhall 
receive the — of Truth from God, though we are made 
Miniſters of che Spirit, which the Father giveth to all his 
Children; and as for our taking one another by the hands 
by way of kind -Salutation/ one of another, Why doth 
he wickedly ſurmize againſt us for this practice, but that 
| H | out 


36 Concerning the ſufficiency of the Light, and 
out of the abundance of his malitions heart, his tongue 
ſpeakes fraudilently, as if we did bewitch people thereby ; 
= much he ſeems to intimate by his reproachful expreſ- 
ſions, chat we intend by taking one another by the hands 
to chmmunicate a ſpirit, which is onely his ignorant and 
malitious ſuggeſtion; and as for our denying the Word of 
God and re jecting Scriptures, we (hall paſs it here ( onely 
tell chee 7. V. thou haſt ſlandred us) and ſpeak fuller to ic 
by and by. | 
1. But concerning immediate teaching of God by the 
light and anointing within, I would yet more fully explain, 
that I might be underſtood of all. Firſt, We do not affirm 
that every man in the world ( to wie) unbelievers as well 
as belie vers have received the aneinting and ſport within them, 
ſo as they need no man to teach them ; for this is onely 
proper to the Saints of God, who have believed in and re- 
ceived Chriſt Jeſus and his Spirit, that anointing which 
teacheth them all things, and leadeth into all Truth, and 
they abiding in this anointing, they need no man toteach 
them but as it teacheth, and this is the new Covenant of 
God, and according to his promiſe, I will put my ſpirit with« 
in them, and write my Law intheir hearts, aud they. ſhall need 
no man to ſay, know the Lord, but from the leaft to the greateſt they. 
ſhall all know me ſaith the Lord; But as we have ſaid, this is on- 
ly proper to the Believers and Sanctiſied in Cliriſt jeſus, and 
this Race is not proper to the unbelievers in the world in 
their ſtate of unbelief, who rejects the Counſel of God, and 
refuſes to be taught by him and led of him, and quenches the 
Spirit of the Lord. | | | 
But though t his ſtate was promiſed by the Lord that 
his people ſhould be thus taught, and thy Saints did in the 
Apoſſles dayes witneſs it, as in Johns Epiſtle before cited; 
and the Saints of God no in this age do witneſa the ſame 
Vet notwithſtanding the Saints did and may edifie one ano» 
ther, and build up one another in the moſt holy Faith, and 
Comfort one another by advice and Counſel, and in- 
ſtruction through deels riug the Word of che Lord one to a» 
nother, and Miniſtring the Goſpel. of Chriſt and of his 
free gift one to another, as the anointing within N 
925 teac 
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teacheth, this was the Saints practice in the dayes of old; 
and is their practice at this day, for let none miſtake us, as: 
if any were ſo taught of God by the anointing and Light 
within that they were thereby uncapable of, and frred from 
all good inſtruction, ediſication and counſel, viſitations and 
ſalutations of Love amongſt chem and bne towards another, 
like as if they were ſo taught of God as their ſtate admited 
of careleſnels, and rejecting of love and exhortations one 
from another, we tell thee nay, but we are fo ta ot 
God at this day as the Saints before us were by the ligt and 
annointing within, which we have received from God, that 
alwayes we are capable of and willing to receive ediſication 
and counſel, and advice through the Word of the Lord, and 
by his Spirit that dwells in us, and extends one to another 
by good advice and counſel, conſolat ion and comfort, ſo 
that theſe two do agree (to wit) immediate Teaching by 
the anoint ing and light within us, and exhortation and e- 
dification one of another by the ſame ſpirit and auointing 
"eng us, and theſe two are not contrary one to the o- 
ther. 4 
3. Tet we do ſay, though the unbelievers have not fo 
received the anointing and ſpirit within them, as that they 
need no man to teach them, as the believers have received it; 
yet the Gift of the Spirit of God and the light of it is gi- 
ven to them, and manifeſted in their Conſciences, and hath 
its operation of conviction and reproof; becauſe af theid 
unbelief and Jniquities, and theſe needs to be wat rr 
out them, even turned and directed to this ſime light wich- 
in them, that they may believe in Chriſt Jeſus, and uit 
upon the Lord in it, thereby to receive the anointing and 
pouring forth of the Spirit through Faith in Chriſt Jeſus, 
that they may be alſo taught of God as believers and rege 
nerate perſons, and may need none to teachtbhem, but as 
the Gift and Grace of God within them, and ſuch in the 
ſtate of their unbelief, ha ve need to be Preached unto, that 
they may believe and be renewed; and receive more of the 
Spirit and oſ the Grace of God in a greater meature, and 
may come into Covenant with God, and be ſo caught of 
him, as not to need another Teacher. And thus we have. 
B i H 2 : ſhewed, 
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30 Concerning meeting together, 

ſbewed, Firſt, That che Saints are- caught of God and 
they need no man toteach them, but as the anointing with- 
in them. Secondly, That they are not ſo taught of God, 
as not to be capable to receive advice and inſtruſtions one of 
another in the Lord. Thirdly, How the unbelievers hath 
the Light of Chriſt given to them, and yet hath need of 
teaching without them. 

And thus I have anſwered and confuted that fooliſh charge 
of J. V. that we diſſemble by telling people the light with- 
in is the Teacher, and yet intends it not, and have ſhewed/ 
him that we do ſay, the Saints that are called and regene- 
rated, have received the ſpirit in that manner and meaſure, 
as that they need no man to teach them but as the anoint- 
ing, and the unbelievers have the Gift of the Light of the 
ſpirit of God given to them, that it may teach them, and 
therefore we preach the Goſpel to them to beget Faith in 
their Hearts, and that they may receive Chriſt and his an- 
ointing to Teach them and lead them into all Truth: And 
now I ſhall proceed to the next thing obſerveable, which is 
concerning our Meetings. * c 


— — 
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CHAP. VIII. 


Concerning meeting tegetbher, and ſilent waiting upon the Lord, with 
ſomething abont back: ſliders, and the ſpirit that Ads them, 


W. faith, An evil ſpirit is our Familiar, which we commus 
nicate to ſuch as adhere to our Doctrine. | | . 
And firſt be ſaith, it appears by that humming and bollom ſitbing 
among us, which js from the evil ſpirit. 5 | 
Secondly, Oar ſilent meeting is the direct Practier ( ſaith he) 
of ſuch as: have fami iar ſpirits, and to what end are cur ſilent 
Meetings, but for the communicating of our unc lean ſpirits, for ne. 
ver did any of the ſervants of the Living Gad hold meetings in ſilence, 
to meet and nor ſpeak, one-word ;. — ſuch Meetings are contrary o 
the pradice of the people of God in all ages, and they are gone af: 
after Sacan, whoſe Dodrine they publiſh, and whoſe unclean 92 8 


J._- 


— 


aid filent waiting upon the Lord. 39 
rits they bold Aſſemblies in private to communicate, 3. He ſpeaks 
of ſome confeſſion of ſome of our own Proſelytes, ibat there came 4 
Spirit into one of ibem at be wits going to reprove another, which 
did roar and "make 4 terrible no\(e in bis telly, and another” ſtory 
or to he tells" of forme" that bath now-forſdken , that a Spirit 
came into bim that did minke him quake and tremble ſo excetdingly 
that he thought it would bave tore bim, & c. And another confeſsed 
that there did a Spirit-ſpeak within ber, bidding ber leave ber 
Kindred, &c. Then he concludes this Chapter with a certain ftory 
as be calls it, e the ſad pranks the Devil played on one that thought 
bimſelf penfec, pages 164, 165,166,167, 168. Io ng 

Anſw. 1. To all which we do Anſwer, That all theſe poor 
weak reaſons aſſerted doth not provehis aſſertion, that -we 
communicate an evil Spirit io ſuch a adheve to our Dottrine; the 
Aﬀettion in its ſelf is A lye; and # gtievans flander; pub-" 
liſhed withonr the fear ef God, and what ſober men could” 
imagine that a Beptij# Teacher, a defender of theit Galpel, 
as he accounts himſeW in his Epiſtle, ſhould uſe ſuch a wea- 
pon againſt us as ſo foul and groſſe a flander as this is, eſ- 
pecially at this day, when both he and we ure in à ſuffering 
ſtate and condition from our adverſaries, wherein we might 
rat her have comforted one another in our ſufferings, then 
added to one anothers grief and afflicion by fighting one 
with another before our adverſaries, that would rejoyce to 
ſee us both deftroyed that they may glory over us; And'as 
for that bumming and bollow 'ſighing as he calls it, it is not 
from an evil Spirit as he ſuppoſeth, but rather cceafioned 
by the Spirit of God which" worketh according to that 
Scripture, with groans and ſighs that cannot be uttered, Rom. 8. 
And the Lord deſpiſes not the lighing of the poor, and the 
Saints groaned in themſelves; and Had J. . of his belp-: 
felfows in this his folly Beem as'wife and judieibus =y hie 
would be accounted, he would rather 'have Jadged the deep 
fighs chat he ſpeaks of had ariſen from the work of Gods 
Spirit rather then from an evil Spirit;- for what would he 
have faid ofthem'in whom' there was ſuch groans and 'fighs 
which could not be zandithat greuhed within them- 
ſelves (as in Romans 5.) would not he have ford theſe were 
from 6 familiar and evil Spirits and as for ſome being enabled 

24 at 


& +  Gonoerning meeting taget ber, 
at our Meetings, as he ſaith, to ſpeak two or three h 
this he judges alſo to be from an evil Spirit; the Lord for- 
ive him and make him more wile, or elle he can never in- 
1 Life, that thus judges it ta be an evil Spirit 
by which the Servants of Godare enabled to {peak his word 
even immediately. without confultation' or ſtudy ; what 
would he have ſaid of Peter who was ſo immediately inſpi- 
red that he lift up his voice and preached the Goſpel in a 
wonderful manner, co the amazement of the Hearers, be- 
ing an unlearned man, and not uſed ta farge Orations, and 
this was not by carnal ſtudy, nor of an evil Spirit, but even 
as the Spirit within him moved bim, Att 2. and yet there 
were ſome at that day of 7. Vs Spirit who ſaid. he was 
ys — the bk 5 che e 1 him 
out ſo wonderfully in Declaration, and he; ſaich that it is 
done in theſe dayęs by an evil familiar Spirit; Oh J. V. then 
Enemy of God, Repent, who, haſt judged the dyirit of God to; 
be an evil Spirit; and of many ofthe Prophets of the Lord, 
it is ſaid that the Spirit of God came upon. tbem at ſuch and ſuch 
times, and they ſpoke to admiration, When as at other times 
it is poſſible they appeared weak menz. for aich the Apoſtle, 
of. our ſelues we dan do nothing, but by Cbriſt we can do all things; 
of themſelves they were weak, but of Chriſt ſtrong end 
mighty, aud thus it is among us at this day, we are not a- 


ſhamed of it, even (ometimes we are . by Cbriſt, | 


and ſometimes, of gur ſelves meax;and.wee 
2. As for our. Hlent meetings, which 7, V.. bath charged 
to be the aired practice of ſuch. as have familiar Spirits, We (ay 
that this is a contradiction to his laſt, ſaying, who charged 
us with ſpeaking, too much in our meetings, and now char- 
ges us with, e this is direſt gontradiction, 
and therefore hom ſhall wer eſcape the judgement af his 
ous reproachful tongue, who accuſes us ſor ſpeak 
ſomerimes too much and ſometimes too little; and al 
dath aſſert that when. we ſpeak. we do it by a familiar aud 
evil Spirit, and when: we arg lileng; that ig; 22 and 
evil, ee. |, we. craps, 
thy cruel cenſures, it appears Whecher x ſpcał or be — 
in our mectings it is not pleaſant to theæe, for chou art af 


the 


ches of Oh riſt had alwayes ſpeaking and preaching amon 


arid filet weithig Shou rb Larf ?: 
the Spirit of which Oe ſpeaks, who ſaid, John came tei- 
ther eating nor drinking, and 7 — Sprit my bad a Devil, 
ard Chritt came eating 104 „ and 10 as 4 wine- 
babber, and the ſame Spirit is 714 wah 1s 97 ows of, Who, 
fay its by an evil and familiar Spirit chat we. I Lak, and 
its by an evil and familiar Spirit that we are filent. 

3. Our meetings are according to the mind of God and 
example of Gods people in former ages, ang they are 1555 
— ob God und worſhip: hi d we l 
che evident Te y of the Spirit Dn os 9 A, 
Conſciences' many thoufihs bf 125 the Lerch Fay 
been preſent” with. ns in his heavenly yertue, and powers, 
and comfort, and e $4 12 ep etiugs, 


and that mauy x tine e maſs 
have been met wee it 

tisfaction of our immortal lol h pon hin e a 
neſſe and his ſaying health tinto us even in our meetings 

and this the Spirit of God witneſſes to Ms, bleſſed be hi his 


name; norwithftanding' r N. 9 wg ry 
derous tongues can oppdſe'm th te, an ve Mk 
example in cke Seriptures that rr: IF met to- 


gether in che fame way and anger, as 1 oe now, in pri- 
vate houſes, and ſometimes in the fields, and ſat ſometimes 
long in fence, as Esel, 3. The Children of the captivity ad 
ſat tegetber, and Ezthiel ws aſtoniſhed among a e 

and at the end of '(eyen, dayes, and not 15 c 0 
of the Lord came ro him and would not 7. V, have lookt 
upon this filence ro have been from an unclean ſpirit? and 
Fob thut ſervant of God ſat with bis friends jeven "5 aud 
ſeven” winhts an, pu not a word one to an 2 o 

hence ic is ptoved that ſome of ods 

filerice- for a Jong time, heither de we read ch m 


them when they wet together, though offen t ey 
endrhus we cannot but 77 5 ſuch a A itſelf, 
end the ſeripture is plain for it, as inf hg regerh er in ſclon 
und in chit Hilence the Lords pielence Ivey. E | 
though yer chere are'very few of our meccin 12 5 
lence as tit tothe one or other or more ack 6 =_ 

| thing 


42 Concerning meeting, together,” 
thing given of God by way of Exhortation to the People 
or Prayer to God, few meetings I believe wherein the Lord 
doth not ſtir up the hearts of ſome or other to mention 
his Name; ſo that we would be underſtood in this, we plead 
not for filence in oppoſition to all ſpeaking, nor can we 
plead that of neceſhity ſome mult ſpeak, or elſe God can- 
not be worſhipped, though there is no ſuch thing amongſt 

us as brain ſtudy or knowledge before -hand that we ſhall 
ſpeak, or what we ſhall ſay, like che Diviners of this age, 


who makes up, their matter before-hand, and thapes it, hat 


and how to ſay it before they come among the People to 
whom they muſt (ay it, lixe Art iſts and Tradeſmen, this kind 
of way we reje& as unproficable to God-wards;. yet if any 
have a particular meſſage aſcribed to them of God to a 
particular People or Perſon, which if any have, let them 
retain what God puts into their hearts and be faichfal to 
ſpeak it; but the general way in which God leads us is this, 
1. We do know ic is our. duty by the perſwaſions of the ſpi- 
rit of God in our own Conſciences, and partly by the ex- 
amples of Saints declared in ſcriptures, to meet together 
at a convenient time and place, and ſo oft as the wiſdom 
of God ſhall order for us, which dwells with us. 2. Being 
come together we are turned to the Lordin our minds, to 
feel our peace, and joy, and comfort, and how our con- 
dit ions are to God-wards in og pwn parueulers, And z. 
if any amongft us receive any thing from the Lord toſpeak 
of what his work is in them, and what he has done for 
them, or by way of exhortation to adminiſter comfort to 
others, or by way of reproof to convince orconvert others, 
or by way of praiſes unto God for his mercies received, on 


in Prayer for what is wanted, I ſay if any amongſt us find. 


vg of this from the Lord 7055 them, they ſpeak it ca 
others, and its well-pleafing to God, and comfort ing one to 
another; but notwithſtanding if nothing of this be re- 
ceived from the Lord by any in à meeting to declare to o- 
chers, yet our peace and jay. and comfprt and Teacher is 
with us, even the grace ang Spirici 8c anointing of God that 
dwells wich us, by which every one is fed aud refreſhed in 
his own heart in che preſence of the Lord; and this is che 


—_ 


p- * 
"- b 


15 


"YL « 
manner 
* 8 G 


_ | and ſilent waiting upon the Lord. 


— 2 2 * a - —"Y \ 


4 


that its the practice of familiar Spirits to fit in ſilence, an 

communicating of an unclean Spirit, and that none of the people of 
God ever did thus, and that ſuch a pradice is not in the example of 
Scriptures, and that we are gone aſide after Satan, antl 2 es 
bis Doctrine, and communicates his unclean Spirit; theſe are fix 


43 
manner and end and practice of and in our 3 
the 

le 


abominable ungodly lyes uttered by . W. in about 2 pages of 


paper, and therefore I cannot but exhort thee to Nepent- 


ance, if thou haſt not ſinned the fin unto damnation, that 


thou may find mercy if it be not too latg and thus much 
about our meetings, which are forthe worſhip of God, which 
could not but vindicate in oppoſition to thy falſe afſecti- 
ons about the ſame; and whether F. V. and his fellows be 
not themſelves guided by an unclean Spiric in flanderi 
the Innocent, let the God of Heaven and Earth judge, an 
Saints and Angels ceftifie. | 
*  ,* * Concerning Back fliders, and J. W. bis ftories. 

As for che ſtories which he tells of, of one chat did 


ronfeſſe that a Spirit made bim roar, and of anither whom he ſeit b 


is as a brand pluckt out of rhe fire, that 4 Spirit made bim quake 
and tremble, and another who ſaid that the Spirit ſpoke with a 


vocal voice in ber, and of anther who'thought himſelf perfes, and 


the Devil wrought ſuch' ſtrange things bim, as in page 170 
191, Theſe 1 look upon 2 ſtories, erlag be 
hath neither named the Perfons, nor the places, nor the time 
in which theſe things ſhould have been, and therefore I'con- 
clude them onely vain ſtories and not worth anſwering, nor 
ſpending much time about; for what manner of evil hath 
not been ſaid of us within theſe ten years, the words of 
Chriſt have been plainly fulfilled upon us, who ſaid, they 
ſhall ſay all manner of evil falſly of for my Names the, 222 
among all manner of evil falſly ſpoken we reckon theſe 
ſtories of J. Nez but as for ſuch as he (ayes are a3 brands 
pluckt out of the fire, I perceive he means ſuch who ſome- 
times have been amongſt us and profeſſed and confefſed to 
our Doctrines and waies, and yet afterwards have turned 
from us, we do confeſſe ſuch there may be, even fuch who 
may have 3 of the Power of the Lotd and 
of kis goodneſſe to their 


ouls, and have cryed out and trem-" 
"+ j bled . 


a 
7 


F 
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44 . Concerning Backsſliders and J. W. his ſtories, 
Hed 2 of their iniquit ies, yea, and have been called out from 
their Kindred, as he ſpeaks, and yer ſome ſuch have curned 
alide again to vanity, and then have been ready to make 
Lyes, and frame falſe reports, and to tell them for their 
own advantage, to excuſe their own revoltings, thinking to 
defame us as ſo bad and ſo evil, that with a more credit to 
themſelves they may turn from us; and ſome ſuch like per- 
ſons hath been 7. Vs informers, if he hath not invented 
the lyes himſelf; And though there be ſuch revolters and 
falſe- hearted Hypocrites in the world, yet the way of the 
Lord and his Truth is alike precious unto us, immutahle 
and unchangeable, though Back-ſliders walks not in the 
way chereof, but ſeeks to aſperſe it when they turn aſide 
from it; but let ſuch, perſons be warked, ſome ſuch we do 
know, and they were wicked and prophane before they 
came among us, and coming among us, poſſibly were con- 
vinced of their fins, and touched with judgement and ſor- 
row for ſin; but now being turned from us again, they are 
more prophane then ever, and the Devil is entred again 
with the unclean Spirits worſe then before, and their latter 
end is worſe then their beginning, as the Scriptures ſays of 
ſuch, and ſome ſuch as theſe are F. V. his converts, and his 
brauds pluckt out of the fire, and ſuch to tell tories and he co 
publiſh chem are ſuitable correſpondents, but Truth is over 
them both, and the way of the Lord is pretious and pro- 
ſperous, notwithſtanding all the malicious oppoſitions that 
is in the hearts of his Enemies, whole * is ſuch, 
that they call Truth Errour, and Errour Truth, and calls 
that the work of the Devil which is of God, and chat the 
work of God which is of che Devil, and the ſaying is true 
upon them, «fooliſh People that have eyes and ſee not, bearts 
ana underſtaud not. | | 17 
And whereas J. V. hath been oppoſing the Light within, 
and both the Preachers and followers of it, thereby provi 
himſelf to be neither Preacher of the Light nor — 
it, and therefore neither Miniſter, of Chriſt nor indeed a 
Chgziftian;. for whoſoever doth not presch che Light and 
word of God within, is no Miniſter of Chriſt, nor in che 
example of his Apoliles, as is manifeſt av large in — 
1 | an 
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, Concerning Bac R ſliders and J. W. bis Rories, is - 
and whoſoever doth nat follow the Light of Chrift within; 
and walk by the Spirit of God which is « Light in the beart, 
is not in the new Covenant, nor a member of the Church 
of Chriſt, and ſuch a one 7 V. is dire&ly concluded to be 
from his own words, who hath oppoſed ſuch as preach and 
follow the Light within, as if all ſuch were in deluſiom and 
be hath denyed that the Light within is ſufficient to lead 
to repentance from fin, and pardon of {in, and tocomfort 
in God for the ſoul ; But he hath found out one that doch 
all this, that ſhews fin, and that judges for ſin, and chat 
leads to mourn and grieve for lin, and takes fin away, and 
blots it out, (to wit) the Devil, as he ſaith (if you will be- 
lieve him) pray you do but obſerve his ſtory, page 169. & 
170. He tells you there a large ſtory (but he names neither 
the Perſon, nor the place, nortime where and when it was, 


» which we demand of him in his next) of one that preached 


the Light within, as he ſayes, that the Devil did fo and fo 
with him, and that the Devil ſet all his ſins that ever be had 
done in all bis Life before bim, as if they bad been written in ba- 
pital. Letters, then the Devil laid them all to bis charge and did 
judge bim for them, and that the Devil made bim to mourn, and 
grieve, and weep, and made the tears come from his eyes for his 
fins; this done, as 7. V. relates, then the Deril took, all bis fins 
from bim, and ſaid, I baue blotted out all thy Tranſgrefſions, and 
the Devil let bim looſe from all bis bonds, and then che Devil 
commended. bim to tel] what God bad done for bi; foul, cr. Now 
let any ſober man judge, that hath ever read the Scriptures 
whether this be a likely tory, for the Scriptures ſay that it 
is God that ſets mans fin in order before him, and it is God 
that judges men for fin by his Spirit of Judgement, and it 
is he that canſes men to mourn and 1 lin, and it is 
he that takes away their fins aud hlots them out! by the - 
bloud of Chriſt, and that looſeth man from his iniquiries 
and brings them to declare what he hath done for their 
ſouls; and ics our Faith that it is God through his own Son 
that works all this, and not the Devil, and the Scriptures 
ſay the ſame, Pſal. 30. Iſa. 4. 4. Dan. 9. 24. Jobs 5. 27. 1 Jobn 
1. 7. But 7. V. his ſtory is contrary, for he relates that its 


the Devil that doth all this, and by this you may judge of this 
I 2 ſtory 


— 


46 Concerning Backs ſliders aud J. W. bit ftorier.. ,, 
ſtory and the Truth of it, and alſo do but obſerve the tem- 
per of J. V. his Spirit, and you ſhall ſee through his-Book 
he oppoleth the Light of Chłiſt and the anointing within, 
as if they were nor ſufficient for the effecting theſe things, 
but he hath found you one that can do theſe things, and 
who think you but the Devil, and that cn diſcover fir 
and condemn for it, and lead People to Repentance , and take 
away and blot out Tranſgreſſion, &c. He hath brought you 2 
ſtory for the proof of it which we believe he credits to be 


true, elſe he would not have brought ic for the proof of 


his matter, as he hath very pertinently done as he ſuppo- 
ſes; and further as his ſtory goes, this Perſon that the 
Devil dealt thus by when he would have preached the 
Light within, the Devil cauſed his mouth to ſhut', that he 
ſhould not preach it, &c, From which it follows, that the 
Devil and J. V are both, of one mind, for 7. V. oppoſeth 
the Light within as the Devil does, from which we have 
the more occaſion to ſtand faithfully in preaching the 


Light within, ſeeing both the Devil and J. V. do oppoſe 
it, though afterwards his ſtory relates that the Devil made 


him preach what God had done for his Soul; and if this 
be a likely ftory, let wiſe men judge; Oh the Ignorance and 
Impudency that is fully maniteft in F. V. that hath given 
his Faith to believe that the Devil convinces men of fin, 
and judges them for it, and takes away their ſin. Thus 
much in Anſwer to his ſtory till his next return, that we 
may know by him the Perſon and the place, in whom and 
wheretheſe pranks of the Devil were a&ed, as F. I. ſaith, 
and in the mean time it reſts upon him, that he hath. be- 
lieved and reported better of the Devil then of the Light 
of Chriſt Jeſus and his Spirit in men, but it ſeems an un- 
like ſtory, for the Devil will not deſtroy his dyn Kingdom. 
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CHAP. IX. 


\ | Concerning Humility and Unity , and the Infa'liable teſtimony, | 


Ow I come to his fourth Chapter, the ſum whereof is, 
that our proofs as he calls them, doth not juſtifie our way 
and pradlice, which be ſaith are in number five; Firſt, Our Hu- 
mility, Seccndly , Our Unity. Thirdly, Our Deſtroying the 
Whore, * Fourthly , Our diſcovering all Secrets, FHH, Our 
ſufferings. In theſe pretended proofs, ſaith J. W. like Goliah in bis 
Armcur in which we rejoyce, but he (aich, He ſhall be enabled to 
take this Armour from , and deſtroy us with our own Sword 
wherein we truſt, $3 N n 
Auſwer, To which I Anſwer, Firft, Generally that I. V. 
hath here miſtaken the matter, and ſtated the caſe for him- 
ſelf in ſuch a form as his weak wit may eaſily an wer it, and 
ſo hath as it were made a man of fra to fight with it; for 
he is miſtaken, we do not truſt in our own ſtrength, nor in 
theſe outward figns and tokens which he baih here laid 
down ; for thus more fully Ianſwer ; we are the people of 
God, of his choſen and elected Seed: and our proof, that we 
are ſuch is the infalliable Spirit of God in us, that he has 
given us that bears infallible witneſs and evidence in us 
and to us that we are ſuch; and this is the witneſs, even the 
holy Spirit of the Father in which we truſt; and this wit- 
neſs is ſufficient to us to prove us to be the people of God, 
and it is the only evidence in which we truſi; lo ct at he hath 
miſtaken the mattet, in laying we truſt in our Humility, U- 
nity & Suffering, thus he hath imagined of us, and then goes 
about to overthrow: his own 5 5 3 an excellent 
warriour indeed, that can raiſe falle objections to himſelf, 
and then confute 110 and think he hath confuted usʒ but 
F \erred in his proceeding, for 


Icell him! 6 


a prong, en 
do not trufſt to any proof as infallible, {aving the proof and 


chat 


* 
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48 Concerning Humility and Unity, 
that ſpirit we know we are of God, and they that᷑ are of God 
heareth us, and we are now the Sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we ſhall be; Thus much by way of gene- 
ral anſwer ; Now we come to Particulars, 5 

Firſt, As concerning Humility, 7. V doth abſolutely 
deny, we are more humble and free from pride then allot bers, either 


in the outward bodily habit, or more ſecretly in the Heart; for the + 


Romiſh Fryars ſaith he who are great Adverſaries to the T ruth, 
they excel in Humility, and they will be 9 rather then thee 
for their Humility; and again 4 Hermit at Icknam near London, 
be ſaith is ſo; and ſo humble, neglecling of the Body, c. Then be 
ſeems to condemn is for ſuperfluity, that our Trades, Diet and 
Garmentsare as other mens, and the hair of our beads like womens, by 
weh he ſaith he ſees we are not more free from pride then other mon; 
and as for pride of Heart, he ſaith, EI perceived by our countes 
nance and by our Aftions, for we neither fear God nor Feſws Chriſt, 
we fear not the Judgements of God, but deſpiſes bis Promiſes, thon 
bardens thy ſelf in thy wickedneſs , the boly Commandements and 
Precepts of Teſus Chriſt thou contemns tbem, and calls them ſhells 
without kernels, 7 2 carnal, lifeleſs, and thus we eſteem the 
Promiſes of. Life and Immortality, and rejeA the Promiſe of the Re- 
ſurredt ian, & c. and we do not receive man, he (aich, for we do 
not acknowledge any Superiour, thou wilt not put off thy Hat nor bow 
thy body to any man, and neglecteſt Faith and Goſpel Obediznce, 
and thy heart is too bigh to tory to anything, whereby it ſbould mie 
nifeſt Humility of ſpirit, Faith and Obedience, by which it is mu- 
nifeſt, thou art not more bumble but more proude then others, page 
175. to 180. | | 


Anſwer, Firſt, Here is a whole pack of [yes and fallhoods, 


reproaches and ſlanders heaped up together, reproachfully 
cal upon us; for we glory not in any thing we are, faving 


in the Lord that has made us what we are, we boaſt no 


in our Humility, but that God hath lag IO in our hearts 

in meaſure, and it is in us a fruit of his Sp 

not deny, leaſt we mo 

e Us 
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irit, this we dare 
id depy the Work that God hath . 
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and the Tufallible Teftimony. . - 49 
guided in their feigned practices of Humility, though he 
compares us together;/ but yet their practiſes of fei (elf- 
denyal may ſhame you Beptifis, ſo called, whoproteſles your 
ſelves to be the onely Church of Chriſt, and yet in dayes 
paſt, ha ve been ſo proud and high, that you thought you 
had never places great enough in the Nation, but exalted 
your horn ſo high, that few but ſuch as were of your Fra- 
ternity, were counted by you worthy of any place or office, 
ſich was your pride in thoſe dayes, and arogancz (till it was 
time for the Lord to bring you doun) both in Habit and o- 
therwiſe, that the very feigned Fryars by their rn 
might ſhame you, ho never came ſo far in truth of (elf-de- 
nyal as Hypotrires have done in frignedneſs; and as for our 
| Trading, Diet and Garmencs,0fwhich- 7. . ah 

fore. 


are accordingto Gudlineſs, and Truth;3nd Righteouſn 
and according to example of the Holy men of God bef, 
us 3 and ſo is our hair at which he ſtumbles as if he would 
| fall, and ſayes, we are like Locuſts, by it, that comes out of 
the Pit, hen as there is neither Commend nor Example 
in Scriptures, how oft ur of what length any ſhould cut 
their hair, bat rather no ehample at all for eutting it then 
cotherwiſe z and was Sampſen and Chriſt and Samuel, and ma- 
ny others of che Servants of God, like Locuſis ofthe bottom 
| leſs Pit, chat wore long hair 7 Hom het thou e 
ad Hypoerite Judged che Servants of God in thy haſſe and 
f ce by judging of us in the ie caſe that chey were 
lilt 75 8; S 1? 2 = 1 „ 
| 2 N And as for the pride of our hearts with which we are 
ſo deeply charged by J. M. we will racher lie underhisfalle 
charge with nee then give any o, of! ſuſpn ĩon 
that we juſtiſie our ſelves; but yet I cannot but 2 
in this place with x fou tig h fl inder foe we fear God and de- 
u, and regards bis Commandments an deſpiſes not his Co 
es, nor bardens our ſelves mwickgdneſs, nor dab not coutenyn t 
Precryt of Cbriſt, wor tbe pretiom premiſas of Imortgitty 
the Reſurred „bee ae ull abſolute ſeſhebd a, an were wo ]. 
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50 Concerning Humility and Unity, 


roud in heart; the Lord rebuke his lying tongue, its enough 
tere onely to deny his lies, for moſt of the parviculars are 
before ſpoken of; to wit, of the Commandements and 


Promiſes of Chriſt, of the Immortality and the Reſutrecti- 


on; but he goes on in his accuſtomed manner of falſhoods, 
and ſayes, we acknowledge not any ſuperiours, and that we whylly 
neglect Faith and Goſpel Obedience, and that our hearts are too high 
to ſubmit to any thing of the Spirit, Faith and Obedience, and that 
we have an eye of ſcorn and diſdain; all which are lies, and thus 
J. V. goes on, like as if he had devoted himſelſto tell a lies, 
and ſtudied to frame falſhood, - ſeeing that every page 


which | have now under hand carries in it number of lies, - 


but he charges ic to be the pride of our hearts, becauſe we 
will not put off our Hatts: This is falſe alſo as much as the 
reſt, for though we cannot put off our Hatts in Honour to 
any mans perſon, nor give them flattering Titles of honour, 
oe this is not from the pride of our Heares.our God knows, 

ut from another ground as I could demonſtrate, were ic 
the preſent caſe of controverſie; Zut being brought by 7. 
I. as a proof of this matter,; therefore now I paſſe it; ſo 
that his onely proofs, tbat we are not more bumble, but more 
proud then others, which is his preſent aſſertion, is poorly 


and weakly mannaged wich Proofs and Arguments of ab- 


ſolute deceits and faiſhoods; who hath not one better proof 
from his Pen then a lie to prove his propoſitions and thus [ 
paſſe this particular, commiting him to the reward of God, 
according to his work which muſt come upon him one day; 
and as for the matter of our Humility, we commit the cauſe 


of that alſo to Gody who judgeth more juſtly then vain 


Now I come to the fecand Particular of Unity , and . " 
W. faich, Our Unity be-doth ab ſolnteiy dem) for Vanry in the.” 


truth we bave not but in Iniquity, for we. do not bold the Head Chriſt 
Jeſun, and we cre not in Unity, hum in confuſion 5 we Ee nat 7/11 
ted unto Feſus Cbriſt by Faith,» wid 'intimetes that we: dewy. Feſus, 
Chriff bi; Perſon au comemm bit Ordinancats and tr ample bis 
word under their feet, and this do the Preachers of the Light wiib. 
4 | ; 45 


onely proof, for he can give no better teſtimony that we are . * 


und t be Infallible Teftimony.. 1 
ir ſaith be, for (ſaith he) We are not at Unity among dur: ſelvos, 
l —— Preac 8 one thing, and another Prints — — 3 
F and be ſpeaks of one that affirmed that the Bread and Wine ſpo- 
| ken of in Scriptures, appointed 10 be eaten and drunkgn in re- 
membrance of Feſus Chriſt is not Temporal nor External, but 
Spiritual and Eternal z Another, he faith, ſhould Print that 
i x 4 Bread and Wine is common, ſuch as may be eaten by unbe- 
As livers at thiir a thus are we divided from the Truth and 
one from another, ſaith he, For ſome do bold that Bread aud 
Wine were to be received until became, by which we underſtand 
umil be come in us, and thus the Preachers of the Light within 
| ore divided in Dodirine,becauſe one ſayes, the Bread and Wine is 
Eternal; another ſaitb, it is viſible and Temporal ;| and one 
Teacber calleth another Dog, and hath diſproved each other, &c, 
page 183, 1 — N ö . 

Anſwer, To all this I anſwer in oppoſition to his charge, 
weare in — and Fellowſhip with the Lord in Spi- 
rit, and one with another in him, notwithſtanding 7. V. 
his ſeeming detection as if it were otherwiſe, and his 
| charge is high, that we have not Unity in the Truth, hu 
in Iniquity, and his proof for it is like the proof of the 
former aſſertion (to wit) abſolute lies; for he ſaith, we 
do not hold the head Chriſt Jeſus, nor gre United to him 
by Faith, nor have any acceſſe by Him, and that we 
| deny him and his Perſon, and conteran his Perſon, and 
trample his Word under feet 3 theſe are falſhoods. alto- 
0 gether, and by this means he proves his point, that we 
1 - have Unity in Iniquity, and not in the Truth ; tis wickedly 
| atirmed,and as 8 by one of Satans Meſſen- 
| gers, who hath ſet himſelf to oppoſe the Lords Truth and 
his People, and chat by his Maſters order, atid in his 

_ Maſters: way; who was a Lyar from the begmning. 
Thicdly, And now I cometo his Charge, That we are 
not in Vhity among ourſelves,” which he has proved accord- 
ang to his accuſtomed manner; For what if ſome did 
ſag, though he names none, that Chrift broke Bread 
8 20 1 Wine wich his 1 Temparal and Vi- 
flible Bread, and be nlſo broker and drank of the 


er Cup 


A 


Concerning Humility and Unity, 
Cup with his Diſciples , which was Spiritual and Eter- 
nal and Invifible, and theſe may be both affirmed wich» 
out any contradiction, Chriſt did eat of the Bread with 
his Diſciples, which might be. eaten at unbelievers 
Feaſts, and Chriſt. did eat of the Bread with bis Diſei- 
ples which unbelievers could not eat of, both theſe are 
true, and hath no fach weight of contradiction in them, 
as J. V. ignorantly ſuppoſes ;- and what would he ſay of 
the Apoſtle! Paul and the Apottle Joby, the one faith, God 
ir # conſuming fire, the other faith, Ged in Love 3+ and of 
the Prophets, one of whom ſaid, God n angry every day, 
and another ſaid, there is no anger in God, would not 7. V. 
had he lived in their dayes, have (aid, the Prophets and 
Apoſtles were divided among themſelves; and as for ſome 
calling another Dog , and diſowning one another, and yet 
are all Preachers of the Light within, chough be menti- 
ons neither the time, place, nor perſons, and theres 
fore. becauſe in other caſes he ſpeaks fo falſly, of which l 
wellknow, therefore I may have jealouſie, this is falſe 
alſo ; But however, ſuppoſe a decewful perſon that never 
knew the work of Regeneration-ſhould ſpeak of, ye 
Preach of the Light within, miy not he be called a Dog, 
and difowned, aps yet no divifion among us? for ſuch 
are not of us, biſt contrary to us, and we are onely di- 
vided from them, and nat among our ſelyes; and had 

W. lived in the Apoſtles dayes, what would he have 
1nid; when ſome of the Apoſtles wichſtood others in ſome 
controverſies, would not he have ſaid ye are diffemblers, 
ye have not Unity among your ſelves, but are in confi 
on; and ſo and fo; and alſo when ſome deceivers got 

up and Preached Chriſt and the Goſpel, pret endedly for 
filthy lucre, and for eovetouſneſs; dad ede forth of 
| godlinefs, and were ſometimes converfancih the Church- 

b es, but the Apoſtles cryed againſt chem and difowned 

1 them, though — among the Churches, nd 

F Preached the | Apoſtles words; but were the Apo 
tuerefore divided, and; decti vark, and in confuſion; 

me ſuch amopgft them? Thou ignoran yt 
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Concerwing deſtroying ob Whore, ec. 51 


tell thee nay, no more are we, though Hypoerites may 
get the words of Truth from our mouths , for ſuch are 
not of us, but we are divided from them, though among 
our ſelves in the Body of Chriſt of which we are men» 
bers, we have Unity, Peace and Fellowſhip with the 
Lord, and one with another. 


CHAP. X. 


Concerning deſt roy ing the ue, h Secrets , ny 
 ſuffermys, &c. - e 


o I come to the third Particular about detropin 
| the Whore, which J. W. ſaich he den hes we da, bis 
Rea ſon i is ibm, becauſe we were not inſtrumental in Bani 
the Popes Nuntio's, Le gates and Ieſuites, nor baue we ſtopt the 
Popes Pardons nor 170 1 by, La Ah and he ſayec, 
when did we cauſe Croſs and pulled down, und 
* was Bell, ck and nd 5 "en a Des 


demoliſped by us ; then be of our runx 

Cord railing — 15 N of the N Io pew 22. 
them reviag Fo 12 bat we do 1 ne 
re, As if we wan 4 707 0 one way of wic 

into another & bad or worſe, and we deluge the Whore! more then 
any others, we bid ber Repent, but m—_ teaches ber to "Ta 


ſabey't 2 Gaſpel, 
5 7 % To le 15 9 — hone is che falls 


Chutch, not onely the fa 5 28 J. W. 
ſeems on to intimate, bu 
9r Con- 
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ent to give our teſtimony againſt her by the Spirit of the 
Lord, in order to the converting people from her, and 
ro deftroy her, which we know the God of Heaven will 
effect by his Power in his on ſeaſon ; but he denies this, 
becauſe we have not baniſhed the Popes Nuntio*s , nor the Jeſu 
ites out of this Land, &c. By, the ſame Rule J. W. nor 
ncne of his Fellows, nor the Baptiſts are not themſelves 
the True Church, nor deftroyers of the Whore as they 
pretend; and while we are cenſured by them, not to be 
, deſtroyers of the Whore, but one with her, or worſe then 
ſhe, by the ſame reaſon they give that we are ſuch, they 
themſelves are proved to be as bad as they ſay we are; 
For when did any of the Baptiſts baniſh any of the Popes 
Nuntio s, Jeſuices or Legates out of England, and when did 
they ſtop the Popes Pardons and Indulgencies bytheir Preaching ? 
And when did they demolifh Bell, Book, and Candle, and Popiſh 
Hierarchy, and pull down Popiſh Croſſes and Crucifixes ? If 
theſe be found Reaſons alleadged Gm us, that we are 
not.deſtroyers of the Whore becauſe thereof, by the (elf 
ſume Reaſons J. W. and his Fellow Baptiſts are proved to 
be no deſtroyers of the Harlot, the falſe Church, but as 
bad as ſhe, and uphlders of her. 2 IF | 
Secondly, ButWrhis the way to deftroy the Whore by 
Baniſhing, killing and deftroying the per ſous of the Papiſts, and 
by laying violent bands on their Croſſes and Monaſteries ? 8c, I 
ſay no, for the deſtruction of the Whore, muſt be by 
converting and turning people from her by ſound” Do- 
ctrineʒ and by drawing people by True Love from errour 
and falſhood to Truth and Righteouſneſs, and not by 
killing'and baniſhing, and doing violence to perſons for 
their erxours ſake; but it is manifeſt that the Baptiſt: would 
deftroy the Whore, the Church, of Rome, and all that 
differs from them in point of Religion on this wiſe, by 
killing and baniſhing perſons, and this is clearly mani- 
felt by his own'words, that they pretend to deſttoy the 
Whore by killing and haniſhing perſons, which is a Spirit 
of cruelty which lodgeiti their hearts agaitiſt the perlons- 


of people that differs from chem, arid ir is che ſame ſpi- 
wy 7 22 Ras! nnn it 
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rit that is in the Whore of Rome, that would bring 
forth the ſame practice if it had as great force ; but 
let me tell them this is not the way to deſtroy the 
Whore, but thereby they rather prove themſelves to be 
of the Whore ( bloudy and eruel) that drinks t he bloud 
of the Martyrs and Prophets. | ; 

3. And whereas 7. V. charges us with running up and 
down and railing agamſt the Minifters of the Nation, Hereby 


in oppoſit ion to us, and hath joyned himſelf to Bal, 
and hath charged us with deluding the Whore more 
then any others do, :and if we turn any from the Na- 
tional way of Worſhip, and from the Papiſts, and if 
any turn from open prophaneneſſe to joyn wich us in 
the way of the Lord, J. V. huath concluded ſuch t be 
ina worſe way of wickedneſſe, and to be more decei- 
ved in that ſtate then if chey were Papiſts, Idolaters, 
ö or common prophane Perſons, thus much bis words 
fignifie, for though ( ſaith he) we bid them repent, | yet 
we teach them to reje the Word. of God; and Chriſt bim- 
ſeff,, as though ' Preaching). rar ers 2 reje- 
Sing of the Word of God and of Chriſtahimſelf, which 
is ignorance and impudency in 7. V. to affirm, Who 
alfo doth fignifie that ſuch as turns from common Ido- 
Yatry and open prophaneneſſe to our way, ate in a worſe 
condition with us then they were before; this Lord re- 
buke his ignorance as well as his lyes. ui bg 


| Miniſtry in theſe Nations hath not been ineffectu- 
all, but God hath: bleſſed aur endeavours, and conver- 
ted many from che way of Errour in Doctiine, Pra- 
ice and Worſhip, to the way of Truth and Richte - 


ouſneſſe, though 7. V. reproachfully calls it bays, 


the reſt of his work; ( to wit) fallhood; for we haye 
giyen 2 bleſſad and a. precious Teſtimony a 
righteous 'wayes,; and not uſed curſed: nur 


it is manifeſt chat he takes part with the: falſe; Miniſtry - 


And we do knew chat our Feftimony 2gainkt the | 
falle 


up 
and down railing and curſing-of the Miniftry, which is like 


un- 
guage, thougb we have Spoken plainly end not flaxcers- 
ow ingly 


7 


ſometim 
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Iagly to them, neither have we as ſome of J. 's Bre« 
thren and Generation have done, cryed againſt them, 
for the end that we might diſpoſſeſſe their Perſons and 
poſſeſſe the ir Places, and Benefits, and Tythes, and 
Hire; Theſelchings have we not done, though I could 
mention ſome of the Baptiſts that have done it to my 
knowledge, like Hypocrites and ſelf-ſeeking perſons, 1 
cannot but ſpeak plainly ſeeing.I am provoked to it, 
and to lay their own wickedneſſe upon them, aud let 
J. V defend ſuch if he will, and he (ball hear from me 
2 N. 5 &@& Neth: g * | 3 | 
8 Now 1 come to his fourth Particular about diſcerni 
of ſecrets, which he ſayes he denyes, and that we do not dife 


F 


cen the myſtery of Chriſt bis taking away the ſin of the world, 


nor the myſtery aud thi ſecret of God maxife.t in the fleſhy/8cc. 
Theſe myſteries me are iguaraut , though we can difcers 
who we bave deceived by that ſpirit of Autichriſt which guides 
45; and be ſpeaks of ſome that haue been miſtaken in ſome things, 
and thus he ſaith, thy deceitful: dealing is ſeen, and the pride 
of thy heart, Oc. page 188, 19. | inte 
Anſw. As for diſuerning of Spirits, 1 do ſay it is the gift 
of God chat God giveth unto his People, and there is 
ſuch a gift. in the true Church as diſcerning of Spirits 
and ſecrets, and this ſame gift God hath given ſome 
at this day, but that we 4iſcerx not the myſtery of "Chriſt 
Feſus nor of God menifeſt in the fleſh. this: as: J. W. his ac- 
cuſtomed language, ta wit of lyes and falſhood, which 1 


_ ſum up to the reſt of his Lyes; and as for our bein 


guided by the Spirit of Antichriſt and deceiving others 
thereby, this is ſpoken. in his haſte if not in his malice, 
and: becauſe he giwes no proof ſor it, I paſſe ic with the 
Auſwer of à plain denial; And as for miſtake af per- 
ſons or things which he imputes to us, ſuppole it be 
true which he ſaith, et this proves us not co be diſ-. 
ſemblers and: deceived, 4s he conchudes of ns; for ca 
not che Apultle Paul wko bad the gift of Aürerning, 


zes miſtaken, as particuledy in che oaſe of the 
High- Priest, and uftermrds ſald he wiſt not that A ya, 


— 
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Gods High- Prieſt; now 7. V. would have charged Pant 
by the ſame rule he charges us, that he was ignotant 
ofthe | myſteries of brit, and led by the Spirit of 
Ancichriſt, and a deceiver and_diffedibler and dectite 
full desler, and that he had hot the Spirit of diſcerutug, 
but was proud in heart; Why? becauſe he miſfock 4 
Perſon, but ſuch falſe judgement F. V. ſpends in his 
haſte and malice. 5 * 
Now I come: to the fifth Particular about ſafferings, 
and F. VV. ſuich, It is not ſufferings dnely which makes 4 
Martyr, but the "cauſe for which the ſufferings ate ; aud be 
bids leave off boaſting in our ſufferings , for Romiſh Prieſts 
though great Adverſaries to the Truth, yet for ſufferings they 
exceed nr, and we fuffer many times as evi ayers, e's 
4 Spirit in i that waits but for 25 © unity td 4 Mb 
to fuffer; and be ſpeaks of one that bath een threatned*to be 
thrujt out of doors by bead and ſhorelders, and ſayes you will 
be ds free to exicnte puniiſhmenr- wheyſoever you obtain 
Power to enable you 10 do ity Kc. page 190, 191. 
© 1Anſw; 1. As for ſufferings we do cope nl we 
art and have: been a l ctner pers 
ſecutions even to'dexth und 51 e de bf” tre 
Dominions where ſome of us have lived, and ſu 305 
ſufferings have been for che Name of che Lord, and 
for good Conſcience (ike, this the Lo##himielf from 
Heaven bedrs wienefs of 'dally , "and theri wh; 
we care for all 7. . fuith wi 4 Spirit tb 
the contrary; and ſome of our 'Friends hav 


& beek 
Martyrs, not becauſe” of theit” ſitffetitigs onely \, but 
for the cauſe for which they hav lures, which is 


the direct cauſe of God and of & good "Cofifcierice 
and J. VP. is never able to prove tt co : 1 

we . noe boaſt” of one ſuiringd #7 fie? F J 
nor do we lock upon eee the Proj | 
God, 'becaufe we ſuffer; but we Kto we art 

ple dt God and trherefort e 


©tgifts words fulfilled! upe 
done uno e 55 
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all manner of , evil ” you. for my Names ſake, aud he that 
ſuffers. as a Chriſtian, it is a Teton to him that he 
is of God, and that his Perſecutors are of the Devil. 
2, As for the Romiſh, Prieſts who. have deeply ſuifered, 
though 1 will, not ſay for Truth and Righteouſneſs 
ſake, yet their ſufferings are a ſhame to your Gene- 
ration, who cannot ſuffer. for that which you call the 
Truth, as they do for that which you call falſhood , 
and do not they here ſhame you, who can ſuffer death 
for their Religion, but you Baptiſts chat was lately 
tryed by Imprifonment, though at firſt many of you 
refuſed to ſwear as out of point of Conſcience, yet 
afterwards the generall part of , you did deny your 
own Principles, and did. ſwear .contrary to the com- 
mand of 1. and to what once your ſelves profeſ- 
ſed, and for which you were impriſoned, and thus you 
proved deceitful Perſons, and Hypocritcs, and ſuch as 
would neither keep Conſcience to God nor Faith to 
men; and -F, VV. himſelf came feebly off in this point 
as ſome well knowes, and ſo indeed he had need to 
plead that ſuffering is no good ſign, ſeeing he and his 
Brethren could not ſuffer, no not ſo much as the Ro- 
miſh Prieſts, to their ſhame be it cold, who were many 
of you in; great confufion about that very thing of 
Swearing, ſome of you holding againſt it, and ſome 
writing fo It, and, ſuffering; a while for refuling, and 
At laſt dic ſwears; and. ſo, made your ſelves a ſcorn to 
aur Enemies, and proved your ſelves to be in con- 
Iulion and treacherons to your on Principles and 
Conſci CES, Yi b an w4SBJ 101 
©. 3+. Jn, chat he. chaxgeth that we ſuffer meny times 
s. eyil-doers , and not for the ſake of Qhriſt and 
ruth ,* we A him tõ prove this in his next, or 
elſe filence ſhall be taken that he acknowledgeth him- 
ſelf, co be,a Lyar and Slandererz and as for our waits 
ing an opporcunity1 to.makeochers ta ſuffer, Ihis ig 
anely, bis wwe fm ; and. for ſpme dhnestulng o- 
ther as, aur „ and curling .themy haying no better 
„ 0 weapons, 
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Concerning the word of God and the Scriptures, $7 
weapons; this I account like the reſt of his ſtories, not 
worth anſwering, though tis poſſible F. V. judgeth of 
us by himſelf, as if we wanted Power to execute what, 
our wills could doz this I verily believe is the ſtate of 
him and his Brethren, for we have Power enough ac- 
cording to the will of God, and out of his will de- 
fires no more Power, though 7. VV. wickedly ſuggeſts 
as if we would be cruel like himſelf, but this is but 
his imaginations, and not worth heeding, for God hath 
made us long-ſuffering and patient towards all men. 


CHAP. XI. 


Concerning the word of God and the Scriptures, and the word 
and writings truly diſtinguiſhed. | 


N Ow1 paſſe over to his fifth Chapter, as finding lit- 
tle to op between the 192. page and the 205. 
excepting half à ſcore of Lyes which I leave till F. V. 
and I meet, which I hope may be in a good ſeaſon; 
and his fifth Chapter contains, Concerning the Scrip- 
tures and the word of Gad, and he. charges u that we deny 
the Dodrine of the Scriptures of the Old and New Teſta» 
ment to be the word of God, and uſes reproachful Language ; 
e 
to 


. Concerning it, and ſpeaks of one laying the Bible upon 


ground and ſetting his fret upon it; and we'! tao «buſe 
the Scriptares; and ' ere filled with rage againſt; the Word: of 
God, and that we foam out diſdain ' againſt the Scriptures , 
and then takes in band to prove the Scriptures te be the Hora 
of GM, &c. page 205. » } 
Auſw. 1. Here is @ grievous charge laid down and 
managed in manner as aforeiaid, for it is utterly falſe 
that we uſe any repreathfal language concerning the 
holy Scriptures, neither ever have I known any of us 
L ever 


58 Concerning the word of God and the Scripearer. 
ever ſer his feet upon the Bible in contempt and #- 
buſe of the Scriptures, as he ſaith, though it is very 
true there was one Richard Stokes in the North of Ex- 
gland chat was then an Andbaptift, (ſo called) and fo 
yet for ought 1 know, that did in contempt and ſcorn 
cread upon the Bible in the pteſence of many witneſ- 
ſes, ſo it may be 7. V. miſtakes c ne of his own friends 
afid thinks be is one of ours, for it is not delight ful 
in us to abuſe the Scriptures, nor are we filled with 
rage againſt the Word of God, nor do we foam out 
1 againſt the Scriptures, theſe things are utterly 
alſe. 

2. This Teſtimony we have often given concerning 
the Scriptures, and here again I give it upon this oc- 
caſion; The Scriptures are writings in which are con- 
tained many words of God, and may be properly cal- 
led the words of God declared by writing, and as they 
were given forth by the Spirit of God, and no whit 
altered in Tranſlation, they are à perfect Teſtimony 
of God, and his works, of Chriſt, and his Salvation, 
and of the Experiences and Teſtimonies of the Ser- 
vants and holy men of God, and alſo in the Scrip- 
ture is contained many words of the Devil, and the 
words of wicked men, ſo that the Scriptures are a true 
Teſtimony (as — firſt given forth) of all theſe 
thihgs, und. we ve that © Stripraces were ſpo- 
ken forth by the holy Spirit, as the holy men of God 
were moved thereunto, and whatſoever is written ought 
to be believed 2 + ure ery be — _ a true re- 
ation given by the Spirit d but the Spriptures 
Cannot — be 8 — Word of God, Nor they 
are words and writings, and admits. of alteration and 
change, and therefore cannor properly be called che 
word of God, but onely a Declaration of the Word, 
and of chat Truth which lives and abides for ever, 
und which anuſt be believed and practiſed for Salva- 
tion and the Scriptures do ſuy that the Word of God 
was in the beginning, but the Scriptures began but - 

e 


and the od and Woithigs truly diftinguiſhed. 9 
be written by Moſes, which was many hundred of years 
ſince the beginning, and therefore the Scaprtures can» 
not be the word of God which was in the beginnings 
Again the Sctiptures do ſay that the Word of God 
made the world, and lives, and abides for: ever; but 
the Bible, the Seriptures did not make the World, nor 
can abide for ever, but will paſſe away as we ſee daily 
Bocks wears away, though the Truch therein declared 
of (hall abide for ever; and therefore the Scriptures 
are not the Word of God which muſt endure for e- 
verʒ and thus we do diffinguiſh-, and we would. have 
all to do ſo, between the Book (the wiieings) which 
are moſt properly called Seripture, and thee Truth, 
Salvation, Word of Life; and-the things: declared of 
in Scriptures, the one endutes for ever, cho other not 
the one is the Word ef God, the other 4 Teſtimony 
of it; and thus we diſtinguiſh, and yet not —— 
the Truth and Life, and Salvation aud Redemption, 
nor the Chrift which the Seriptures ſpeaks of, but fully 
acknowledging. t hat they are iuſinite and everlaſting, 
and the Scriptute declare of theſe things bur are not 
the things themſelves ;' neither do we deny to aferibe 
all lawfut Dignity and Title and Rebereuce to the 
Seriptures, bur yet we cannot account them what they 
are not, nor give that honour to them which! God 
gives not, not which he appointed them tö reteive; 
though further we de achnowiedge thete is n oth? 
Golpel, nor way of Life and Salvation nor no ocher 
Chriſt for Redemption and Eternal Life, dor no other 
Truth far ſubſtance but what is devlared of in the 
Bible, which we do dctbunt as 1 bete Grid us it as 

gen fortir by che Spirit Ur God; to de true Tefſti® 
mony of abb cheſe things this ank ſHelv Re Feſthme- 
nies we -fiave oſtem gwen concerning the geriptures, 

vet till acknowledged Obrist Jeſas to be the word” of 

Eretnab: Lifey he utidi nd ethel an yer this confeſſions 

we: make," not. unte Gr re oppoley bug aceor- 

ding uno the! „ end or Tafittionie com- 
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cerning: the Scriptures is ſo well known both by word 
and writing for theſe many years, that I need not 
here ſay much more in this:caſe, onely that the Scrip. 
tures al along calls Cbriſt the Word af God; and no 
where: that I know- of in the Scriptures dot h ir call it 
ſelf the Word of God, but 4 Declaration and 4 Treatiſe, 
Luke 1. Afis 1. - | 

And whereas J. V. ſaith, Is not the Truth expreſt in 
the Scriptures. eternal and incorruptible? and mbat leſſethen 
an Almighty band bath preſerved: that Book * and this: is 
deviſed deceitful Dodtrine to teach all men to hearkęn to the 
Light: within tbem, thereby to turn away their minds from 
the Scriptures 3' And be mentions that Scripture the words 
of the Lord, and every word q God are pure, aud the entrance 
of. thy word gives Light, and my. words fval! not paſſe away, 
and whoſorver ſhall be aſhamed; of my words, cc. page 
208, &c. 

Anſw. To all this I anſwer, why is J. V. ſo blind - 
as to bring this in oppoſit ion to us, as if he confuted 
us in ſomething we held contrary to this, when as it 
is nothing ſo, for we ſay the ſame as theſe Scriptures 
teſtiſie, that the Truth expreſſed in the Soriptures is eternal 
and incorruptible, yet the writings which are properly 
Scriptures will corrupt and change and alter, and we 
do know, the. hand of God bath been in prelerving of 
that Book to this day, and our, benefit by the Scrip- 


tures are not the leaſt of others, as I might inſtance in 


divers partieulars, and we confeſſe fully to the Truth 
of all theſe Scripturts cited by him; and there is not 
any one of them. oppolite to us in any thing that we 
boldz but why 4000 i he ſecretly here weave in his ſlan- 
der, das if we did great, People tothe Light-within* them, 
thereby tu turn their minds from the Dodlrine of tbe Scrip- 
tures , which is utterly falſe , for we direct people: to 
the Light of the Spicl of God within; them, not con · 
trary to, or £0 make, void the Scriptures to them, but 
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in them whereof they ſpeak, and therefore his ſecret 
ſlander is turned out of doors; and further he falls out 
in high tearms , that God will puniſh ſuch ſeverely as do 
ſpeak agamiſt the Scriptures, and do diſdain aud reproach 
them, and that do add to er take from them, and f ſuch 
4s do vent their rage againſt the Scriptures, aud tread tbem un der 
+ | their feet, as the Adverſaries of Chriſt, the Preachers up of 
the Light within do, ſaith he, whoare Blaſpbtmers of God and 
buy Truth, when they caſt the Scriptures onthe ground, and call 
the Scriptures lifeleſs, &c. page 212. 

Anſwer, Theſe Threatnings and Judgements do nor 
belong to us, as not being guilty of his charge, ſo let 
the judgement be to himſelf, for we are not guilty, but 
he guilty of wickedneſs in charging us ſo falfly, like as if 
he Fad given up himſelf to rail and acciiſe the innocent; 
for be it known to 7. V. we efteem as well and truly of 
the Scripturesas he doth ; And thus I count it a ſufficiens 
& > anſwer to deny his falſe Charges, and to turn back his 

own ſentence to him again, God will puniſn him ſeverely 
for his wickedneſs, | r err 


c HAP. XII. 


Concerning the Infallible Teacher , and that it ij the Spirit of 
God, and not the Scriptures, „ 


N Ow. ſhall proceed to 7. V. his Proofs , That the 
N Scriptures are an Infallible' Teacher of the Dod xine of . 
| Salvation, 8c. N | HAT 

1285 which I HO Bane of a 2 Co 3 for firſt 
the Scriptures as he hath c ed, are ſub ject o chang nge 
and a e and that which is ſo is not 10 ble, for 
chat one ly is ifallible which admits of no change nor al- 
teration; but ſuch are not the Scriptures ( the writ. 
ings) and therefore not infallible, though it is alwayes 
acknowledges - 


OD 
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acknowledged the Truth and Way of Salvation declared 
in the Scriptures are Infallible. 

Secondly, This aſſertion ſeems abſolutely to deny che 
Spirit of God and its Teachings, which is given in the 
new Covenant unto all that believe, for God hath pro- 
miſed, I will put my Spirit within them, and pour it upon 
them, and they ſhall need uo man to teach them, but a that 


ſpirit teac beth them; And the ſpiric was promiſed by Chriſt 


that iv ſhould be given to lead into all Truth, and be the 
Everlaſting Comforter, and it is the ſpirit that quicken- 
eth and gives Life, and Sanctiſies and Teaches to do the 
Will of God, all this the Scriptures teſtiſie, and not as 
if the Scriptures were the Teacher, the Comforter, the 
Leader, but the Scriptures ſay the ſpirit doth all this; 
but J. V. has accounted the Scriptures to do all, and c- 
counts not of the Spirit to do any thing, for he hath 
hardly mentioned it in this caſe, and thus his folly and 
weakneſs hath appeared ; -in giving the Scriptures Autho- 
rity above the ſpirit, and as it were diſ-throning the ſpirit 
that gave forth che Scriptures, and exalting the Scrip- 
tures in its place; butweſay, that its the ſpirit that 
works all — in order to mans Salvation, God werks 
in us to will 
hath given us, according to the Scripture, and not con- 
trary to it, for the ſpirits Infallible which gave forth 
the Scriptures, but the Scripture is changeable in tran- 
ſlation and interpretation, as we ſee by experience, and 
therefore not infallible ; And thongh J. V. ſay, 
Firſt, The Scriptures do make mention of. all Works of 
Righteouſneſſe, which ought to be obſerved by the ſons of 
men. % „ 
Seconiily, 4nd the Scriptures da moſt ſeverely fotbid al 
works of wickedneſs which ought not to be done. e 
Thirdly, Aud the Scriptures declare of the Promiſe of Peace 
* lappmeſs K bt to be imbraced. By 
urchly, And the Scriptures ſpeaks of the puniſhment which. 
God would inflid upon ſinners ; Thoſe Hed is 


> 


to do all good things by his ſpirit that he - 


is Reaſotis 


: 


that it is the Bpirit of God and um the Scriptures, 63 
- page 216. by which he would prove the Scriptures to be 
dhe infallibl⸗ Teacher of Salvation. : 

Anſwer, Though it be true that the Scriptures do de- 
clare of every work of Righteouſneſs which onght to be 
done, and of works of unrighteonſneſe which onght-noc 
to be done, and of the Promiſes of God which ought 
to beembraced ; yet it is the ſpirit of God that teaches 
men to perform and obſerve chat Righteouſneſs which 
ought to be done, and to deny that wickedneſs which 
ought not to be done, and to receive the Promiſes of God; 
though 1 ſay, the Scriptures declares of theſe things, 
yet it is the ſpirit of God that gave forth the Scriptures 
chat teacherh and leadeth into theſe things that the 
Scriptures ſpeak of; and it is that ſpirit that is the in- 
Fallible Teacher, and the Scriptures are ©< a 
declaration of the things which the ſpirit” is infal- 
libly co teach ; and as for thy fourth Reaſon, th 
generally the puniſhment of ſinners is declared in Scrip- 
tures, yet it were an caſte thing to mention particular 
puniſhments for particular people upon particylar octa- 
fions; which the Scripeures do not make mention of; - 
forI am of that mind, that ſome of his Fraternity are at 
this day under a puniſhment for their ſin which the Scrip- 
ture makes no particular mention, pf, and if he ſcruple it 
in his next return, F, V. thill have particular inſfance 
in our next reply; ſo that this reaſon is partly true and 

thy kalle, alſo Dent. 28. 61. tis ſigniſied that there are 

agues and puniſhments for fingers which are not men- 
tioned in the Book of the Law ; and as for thy 3, 6, 7, 

and 8, Reaſons to prove the Scriptures are an infallible 
Teacher, «tl of them are much like the former, and the 

ſame anſwer in kind may be ſaid, as thus, we — 
7 

of 

not 


the Scriptures declares ſufficiently for Truth and Righteoufneſs, 
and agaiuſt deceit and unrighteouſneſs, and of the Prongſes 
God, and threatnings for 15 cc. Yer ſtill this 

the Scriptures in es infallable to te: | eh 
but as 4 have ſaid; it is on the Spirit of Gadthark 
inkallable Teacher, into all that Truth which che Scrip- 
tures 


yy 


64 Concerning the Infallible Teacher, . and 
. tures deelares of, and by the ſpirit men receives power 
to be the Sons of God, and todo his Will, and not by 
the Scriptures; and thus we give the Spirit of God its 
prerogative and priviledge, and the Scriptures alſo what 

. to them, but we dare not give that dignity to 
the · Scriptures which belongs to the Spirit of God, 
thereby abridging the Spirit of God of what belongs to 
it, and ſetting up the ſcriptures in oppoſition to it, as 
F. V. hath clearly done for want of knowledge and un- 
derſtanding in the Myfteries of God: Again he faich, 
The Scriptures are very far in Authority and elcarneſs before 
an) ſpirit or light in any mortal man in the world, page 218. 
Whereby he hath clearly given more dignity and autho- 
"rity to the Scriptures, then he hath to the Spirit of God, 
and ſo hath ſet up the Scriptures above the Spirit, which 
is direct errour, if not Blaſphemy, that he ſhould ſay, 


any thing is far greater in Authority and clearneſs, then the 


Spirit of Gad which dwells in mortal man, even. in his 
Saints; and thus che reſult of J. /. his Reaſons and 
Arguments about Scriptures, is a clear denyal of the 
Spirit of God, and ſetting the Scriptures above it; fur - 
thermore he ſaith, V batſocver doth make manifeſt is Light, 
the Scriptures doth make manifeſt the Myſtery ef Salvation , 
therefore the Scriptures is Light 3 Again he ſaith, That the 
Scriptures are the more thee word of Prophecy which Peter ſpeaks 
of, which was as a Light which ſhined ina dark place, & the Com- 


mandements of the Lord is Pure, and the Mord is a Lamp unto 
the Feet; Then he ſpeaks of the powerful Operation of the 


Doctrine of the Scriptures upon the Hearts of ſuch as believe, 
which doth convince and convert, and turn from datkyjeſſe to 
Light ; and how can their Doctrine be from the ſame inſpiration 
which is againſt the Doctrine of the | Scripture; ꝰ page 219,220. 
222. ; 


rate Logick, which may be; proved falſe, as thus; the 
Scriptures ( its true) doth declare of che things that 


ought to be done and believed, and the things that ought . | 


not to be done, as to the general part of things; — 
there 


2 Here Joſepb Vrigdt hath jumbled ſome illite- 


_ 1 a | F 
* „ » 


that it it the Spirit of God au nat the Scrijturer, 83 
there are many particular Actions and things which the 
Scriptures do not make manifeſt, and we would have F- 
V. to leave a little room and work forthe Spirit of Gods 
and not thus utterly to reject it; for the ſeripture ſaiths 
it is the Spirit that reveals the Things of and the - I. 
Myſtery of Salvation, and not the ſcriptures, vin. the 
writings, and that ſure word of Prophefie which Peter 
ſpeaks of, that was * Light ſhining @ dark place, was 
ſomething more ſure then che very words which Chriſt 
| ſpoke with his mouth tothem, which were written by 
| Matthew, and the light which ſhone as in a dark place, to 

which they wenge take heed, was more ſure to them 
then Chriſts w which were written and were ſerip« 
tures; and * W. may ſee his miſtake and pervertin 

of ſcriptures, if he will be but ſober and reaſonable, an 
that the Commandement of the Lord is Pure, and the word is a 

Lp, we do not deny, but gives as full wieneſſe of, 
\ as J. W. can do, and therefore he needs not cite theſe 
ſcriptures to oppoſe us, for its thy malicious Spirit chat 

ſeth us not the ſeripeures, for we acknowledge to 
the truth of theſe ſcriptures,” by the Spirit which gave 
chem forth, which is greater then the ſcriptures ; and as 
for the powerful operation of the Doctrine of the Serip- 
tures, it is not of themſelves that they do operate in «nfs 
3 but it is by the Spirit that gave them forth, which wor 
eth in the Hearts of Believers, to comfort and refreſh with 
Fa the Love of Ged, and it is che ſpirit according to the 
ſcriptures that doth convince 3 not the 
ſcriptures without the Spirit, as J. W. would ſay; and it 
was the Goſpel that Part Preached ; that turned them 
from darknels coLight, and nor the writings which fay,' 
that the Geſpel is the Power of Gad, and not the writings, 
and it is meer i ein J. W. co intimate chat our 


is againſt che Dockride of che Scripeures, chis.l 
e mongf thy {landers, and it is. not che ſeaſt 
| And wherezs tou flyeft out high in bigh words gas 


and leave our inventions, 
M 


un, That we muſt 
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66 Conceruilg the Infallible Teacher, & c. | 
will lye at our doors, and our bloods will he upon our beads, &c. 
and there is no leſs then four lies in thy laſt page, but 
theſe words are to thy ſelt and not untq us, for we are not 
the perſons concerned, we ſollou not vain invent ions, but 
we are ſaved out of our blood through ſeſus Chriſt; and 
for 7. V. now. to exhort us to repentance, when as in page 
4. he bath given abſolute judgement on us withouglimi- 
tation, That the miſt of Darkne/s is reſerved far,ever, for ; 
This is a direct contradig toni Which ſhews what ſpirit he 
has been guided by in all his work 3 And thus we have 
ſearched and examined 7. V's whole work from the be- 
ginning to the end, and given an anſwegto the material 
arts therecf, ſaving that we have not Mentioned many 
3 {landers which we have paſſed over, and do re- 


ſerve them till we come face to face, otherwiſe. till our 


next reply; and what we have written, we muſt 
commit to the judgement. of the Spirit of God in 
all ſober perſons, who may for their own edification, 
compare his work and ours together, and truly weigh 
each of them in the ballance of equity, and to the ſpirit 
of ſound judgenient, and to the Fearof the Lord all are 


committed and commended in the reading and conſider- 


ing and judging of theſe things. | —_— 
Laſt of all, for a final Concluſion for preſent, 
if it be ſuppofed by J. V. that this is not a 
fafficient- Anſwer to his BOOK, I do propound 
unto him this further, in order to the ſatisfa- 
ction of any ſober perſons, if any be doubtfull 
in this caſe ; That firſt both of us may agree to 
ppoint a convenient time and place for a meet- 
ing to diſpute it qut face to face, that which 
yer remains in controverſie between us. 2. Fhis 
are doubtfull or deſirous of ſuch 4 hig, wa 
hays. k. 


: 
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bun den en Dom dat uch gn 
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ing done „that all his F riends and ours that 
wedge of- it. 3, That in ſuch ner. 


"67 
ing no foul reflections, nor impertinences, nor 
bitterneſſe of Spirit be allowed on either part, 
but diſcretion and moderation. 4. I ſhall firſt 

take in hand to prove a very great number of 

Les, contradictions and falſhoods in his Book. 

J. Then I ſhall hear his Defence for himſelf 
* and his Objections againſt any thing in ours, and 

anſwer them, and after. this manner ſhall be our 

proceedings, if we do meet; Its true, times and 
ſeaſons are unſuitable for ſuch a meeting and 
work, yet rather then any Detriment ſhould 
fall upon the Truth, or the eauſe of preach- 
| 


ing the Light within be endangered to; harm, I 
am willing to hazard the greateſt adventure, 
hoping we may do ſuch a thing if neceſſity re- 
# quire, in that Wiſdom and Prudence as may 
not offend any; This I ſhall leave as my fare- 
well to my Antagoniſt at this time, and thus ſeal 

of 1 5 up the whole ſum. 
1 E. B. 


THE END. 
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1* the 6. page of the Preface line 5, for cumta. tead contrary, in the 7, 
e of the Preface line 27. for this work, read bis work, in the 2. 
of the book line 9. read we vindicate, I. 14. read and bis pleading 
free. grace to al confuted, p.3. 1-29. for own while t. one while, p. 6:1. 3 1. for 
riſe t. ſelf, p. iy. lla g. for ariſing which r. ariſing with, p.27. 1-9, for then f. I 
8 1.13.1. Ignorant of it, p. 48. L. 2a. for rectjve r. reverence, p. 30, l. Ao 
II. r. e Eyes. 5 " 


